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Seene ©ne.  Jobn Eliott’s "Tisit to Manchaug (Sxford)

Hislorical note.

John Eliott, “The Apostle to the Indians,” was paid an annual
honorarium by the London Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel in New England. In 1651 he made his headquarters at
Natick; from there he and his co-laborers, chief among whom was
Daniel Gookin, travelled preaching, teaching, advising in civil
and religious matters, establishing schools and churches, placing
native teachers and pastors in charge of these, among the tribes
in the province, including the far-off Nipmuck Indians at Man-
chaug. Seven praying towns were established from Hassanamisit
—now Grafton. Later, seven new praying towns were established
from Wabquasset (Woodstock) of which Manchaug (Oxford),
was one. In 1674 Eliott and Gookin visited here among the
Nipmucks, who numbered about twelve families. Eliott had
appointed a native minister, Waaberktamin by name, a hopeful
young man, to minister to the needsof the Nipmucks. The Nip-
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mucks were subject clans of little spirit or distinction. Their
number was small, dwellings poor, utensils and weapons rude and
scanty. They raised corn and beans, and wove mats and baskets,
but most of their time was spent in idling, fishing or hunting.

CAST OF CHARACTERS

Jorn Eviorr ‘WAABERKTAMIN
Danter GooxIN NipMuck INDIANS

The scene represenis the visit of John Eliott and Daniel Gookin
to the Nipmuck village of Manchaug (Ozford).

feene Two. The Coming of the Buguenots

Historical note.

In 1680 a Scotch merchant, Hugh Campbell of Boston, peti-
tioned land in this region for a colony of Scotch immigrants; but
while the General Court allowed him land there is no evidence of
any further progress toward settlement. About the same time,
two prominent Boston men, Joseph Dudley and William Stough-
ton, also Mr. Thompson of England were contemplating a settle-
ment and inquiring into the rights of the Indians. The General
Court gave them permission to investigate, requiring a report of
the results. These men held a meeting of all the claimants to the
lands; but finding them at variance as to their séveral claims,
dismissed them until they could agree. Finally, in February,
1681-2, Stoughton and Dudley, being empowered to make the

purchase, bought the land from the Indians, the deed being de-

livered at Natick. The grant for Oxford was given to Dudley,—
" eight miles square for a township, to be settled in said place within
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four years by thirty families with an able orthodox minister. The
deed begins at the S. W. corner of Worcester, not far from the
present Auburn centre, and enclosed besides the present Oxford,
the larger part of Charlton, Auburn, one-fifth of Dudley and several
square miles of the northeast portion of Southbridge. The lands
were called New Oxford after the old university town in England.
In 1686, no settlement having been made, the time was extended
to three years longer. At this time in Holland and England there
were many refugees, French Protestants called Huguenots, driven
from France because of their religion. They left money and lands
behind them rather than keep possession of them by changing
their faith. Some of the best families of France were among these
refugees of whom Gabriel Bernon, of the royal house of Burgundy,
was the most influential. With him and his agent, Bertrand Du
Touffeau, negotiations were entered into by Mr. Thompson in
London, for the settlement of the Oxford lands by thirty French
families. For this Bernon was to receive 2,500 acres of land from
Dudley. During the summer and autumn of 1686, the Hugue-
nots arrived in Boston, thence proceeding to Oxford. Their
minister was Daniel Bondet, of royal blood. Bernon himself,
did not come, but sent his agent.

CAST OF CHARACTERS
BerTRAND DU ToUFFEAU
DanierL Bonper, WiFe axp CHILDREN
DaNIEL JoHONNOT
JouN Jounson
SusaN JoHNSON
THE JonnsoN CHILDREN, ANDREW, PETER, MARY
ANDRE SIGOURNE
Orner HucueNoTs
Nipvuck INDIANS

The scene represents the arrival of the Huguenots from Boston.

[37]




$cene Three. The Presentation of the Lands

Historical note.

As has been noted before, Gabriel Bernon did not come to
America with his countrymen settling in Oxford, but upon receiv-
ing splendid accounts of the colony’s progress, he forwarded 300
pounds for its further improvement. In the spring of 1688, _‘:.,
brought his family and servants to America. Leaving them in
Boston, he visited Oxford with Joseph Dudley, William Stoughton
and other Bostonians for the ceremony of the presentation of the
lands. The transfer was made after the old Puritan custom
“by turf and twig” delivered to Bernon by Joseph m.u.nn:ﬂs Jr.
Dudley never sent the title papers of the deed until 28 years
afterward. Bernon caused grist and saw mills to be built and
maintained at his own expense. Above the plains on a hill, the
Huguenots built a fort, on the west side of which was z.mm_,%:
containing asparagus, grapes, plums, cherries, gooseberries, and
flowers native to the sunny clime of France. More than 10 acres
was said to be cultivated around the fort.

CAST OF CHARACTERS

JoserH DubpLEY

WiLLIAM STOUGHTON

OTHER BOSTONIANS

Josers DubLEY, JR.

GABRIEL BERNON aND INDIAN GUIDE
- ALL t™aE HucuenoTts oF Scene II

Nipuucks (in the background)

The scene represents the formal presentation of the lands.
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#cene Four. The Johnson Massacre and the Beparture
of the Buguenots

Historical note.

The Nipmuck Indians had always been friendly with the colony
until stirred up by Toby, a Woodstock Indian, who was supported
by the Canadian authorities. On the afternoon of Aug. 25th,
1696, the Nipmucks, led by Toby, stealthily approached the house
of John Johnson, an Englishman who had married the daughter
of Andre Sigourné. The house stood somewhat distant from the
others, and its site is marked at the present time with a stone
tablet. The savages seized the three young children, Andrew,
Peter and Mary, and dashed their heads against the stones of the
fireplace. Mrs. Johnson fled from her house in great terror and
grief, and aided by her cousin Daniel Johonnot, started toward
Woodstock, whither her husband had gone on business. The
Woodstock trail divided into two paths, and Mrs. Johnson took
the path other from that over which her husband was returning.
He was killed by the savages. The Huguenots were so terrified
by this sud happening that, after burying the vietims, they bundled
up as many as possible of their household goods and returned to
Boston.

CAST OF CHARACTERS

Tue NipMuck INDIANS DanieL JoHoNNOT
Tosy Joun Jounson
Mprs. JoHNson ThueE HUGUENOTS

The scene represents the flight of Mrs. Johnson and Johonno! to
Woodstock, the return of Jonhson, his' death, and the subsequent
departure of the Huguenots.
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