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© Mrs. Fred C Roberts, formerly Clara
iFish, tells in- an interesting interview
. :o! the early days-in the Universit y
{of Arlzora, The oceasion for renew-|
Ing her exper'enc=s was the celebm-'
i1:;0:!. of Founder's: day at the umvers-
{ity on Wednesday, March 12.
Mrs. Robserts says the day had par-
leular significhnee for ‘her, as It
.imarked the forty-fifth anniversaryj:
‘of the legislative act approved by the
“thieving - thirteen” legislature cre-~
~ iating a state university at Tucson, st
“ ‘which she was the first person to!
matriculate. . The bill- was approved |
:March 2, 1885 and the institution was|
;opened - for registration on. October 1,|
1391 :the day on which Mrs. Roberts, |
then Clara Fish, registered, says, in
an interview in the Arizona Wild Cat.

|

f
year cold girl that walked into a room
jl containing but a chair and a table
-{ with an open book and pen upon it
-and signed her name, Clara Fish, half
{way down the clean page. She was
| the Ifirst to matriculdte tn the Uni-
| versity of Arizona when it opened its
idoars gn Cectober 1, 1891, and In i
’ j commenting on i sald: g

i “I can remember what my mother
Iwho accompanied me to registration,
remarked when we were told that I
|was the first student enrolled. .
i “‘Well daughter, if this University
{ever becomes a great Institufion you
'will. have something to be proud of,
’knowin that you Were the first to
i matriculate.’

“And I certainly am proud. We

!they raised the requirements. and|

It was a small, trembling fourteen |-

’at that t17as, 1 Was permitted to en buﬂding"s"a,’a The preseus

Toll in the preparatory department.”

After having completed one year In.|
‘this department, where the studem.sl
‘were given intensive work and in-
istruction, almost as if they were
‘under 8 .private tutor, and four
iyears in the university, Mrs. Roberts

‘was ready to receive her diploma.:

isince she was the conly one eligible |
ito graduate that year, and since the
.administration was desirous of rals-
'ing the standard-of the wuniversity, |

Mrs. Roberts had to go to school an-
other year, recelving her bacheloy of|
science degree in 1837. '
Few Activities
The activities were few. Students,.
including the gitls and -the: faculty,]
joined in ‘the :playing of basebail]

during the noon haur ancl occa.s;onv;

‘have a wonderful University here.”
ladded Mrs. Roberts, i
Horses Used by studenis

‘The university was situated some
dista.nce from the lttle town of Tuc-
;son, populated chiefly by Mexicans
iat that time. Students were com-
'pelled to come o school on horseback,
i leaving their horses tled o wires
i which had been looped through the
{knot holes in the barn that housed
jfthe president’s horse and carriage.
: At noon everyons went down to the
-barn to water his horse. S
, Classes were held in the Maln
; building, which was, In fact, the only
‘building at the time, and it wasn’t
_‘totally completed when .school start-.
~ed. Class rooms were on the east.
.and west sides of the structurs, while |
the centers of the two floors were
partitioned off as living _quarters i

. for the faculty members. §
Oral Examinations

) “Tpon entering the University I

‘was given several oral examinations,”

said Mrs. Roberts. “Althaugh I had

spenu but a month in the Tucson

.MRS. FRED C. ROBERTS
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ally played “duck on the rock.” Es-
says written by the students were:
read in assemblies which were held;
every day at first and less frequently
later. It was almost ten years before
J-thers was enough material to stars.
2 football team. )
The early ea,talogue ‘of “the univers- !

f.:‘_tty contained but thirty-two pages,!
‘while the. last.one issued had over;
- 390. pages.

: sufficlent tc accommodate 'thirty-one_'
igh school which: %had one teacher [~g .

Then, cne bullding was

room

/ 5?5’/‘,2

time are
- crowded with 1800 students. Prac-
i tically every activity a student could!:
_wish for is to be had on the campus.
All these changes cccurred in’ & per—

iod of.forty years from the time the |

first student, Mrs. Roberts matricu-
lated. ,

Mrs. Rone"cs ‘has one-son, . Car-
 1yle Roberts, Jr., Who was graduated
from _ the- university In 1928, and ®
daughter,"’lsﬂss vn'gmia. Roberts, at-
tending as. & sophomore.

- Mrs. Roberts takes an active part
in the_ civic affairs of Tucson, She 1s
regent..of “the Tucson chapter of the

D. A, R.and active-in the Lanwﬂrr
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OH, BRI‘JG BACK MY ;

PEPPERS TO ME, WAS |
PIONEERS’ REFRAIN |

Remmlscences of early Tha,nks— ]

glvmo's ‘in Tucson, soughn from MIs:

F. C. Roberts, the daughter of one: )

of the ©Old Pueblo’s first pioners,
recalled to her mmd another anec-

‘ dote of the old days, not concernma :

anksglvm but An mterestmc’ 2
one nevertheless. Tt seem’s that-Mrs.:
Roberts parents, Mr. and Mrs.. B N

| Tish, and some fridnds, Mr. and !

Mrs. Hiram Stevens, went to con-~
suierable expense. and trouble to’
unpon: into the desert waste which
was then Tucson, & dozen or more
pepper trees. ’I‘hese they . had set
out in a stately row in front of
‘their respectxve homes on North
Main street.

But a ‘\/Ie:ucan in Tucson, seeing
what was going om, developed da—
signs ‘upon these pepper trees.. At
least, the next morning upon aris-
ing, Mr. and Mrs. Fish and Mr. and
Mrs., Stevens found only -empty
holes where before thme\had been
trees. |

‘What to do"' Stolcn ‘pepper trees

wouldn’t be so casy to find in greem, |

shady Tucson toc.a.y. But then, the -
Fish-Stevens pepper trees were the
only onés for hundreds of miles
around. So Mr..and Mrs. Fish and
Mr. and Mrs, Stevens took a bug
ride that morning, and among the
“sights” which the city offered was
a row of pepper trees rearing their
heads heavenward
dilapidated Mexman Trome.

So the lost was easily found, And
one certain Mexican was forced to
put in a day or two of free labor
re-transplanting the peppers. ’

in front of aE




