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ARABELLA H. TUCKER
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On 2 mid-JFampe day in 1935 plans were complete fer at State
Teachers' @ollege, Worcester, Massachussetts for the event which was
to honor Miss Arabella H. Tucker, a graduate of the school sixty
years before. These pland dld not materislize, however, for the morn-
ing peper Dbrought news of her death. She was proclalmed ag a prominent
educator, clubwoman and autho;. ; i F _
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Born in NorthBrookfield, Massachusetts in April 1857, Miss Tucker

had indeed become a well-known sducatbr in Worcester County! Bewr- At

seventeen years of age she entered thé newly orgenized Normal School.
at Worcester and graduated two years later,inl876, sz 2 member of its
first graduating class, ’ ; '

Seginning her carreer as a rural schhol teacher, she becéame
deeply lnterested in the many problems confronting educators of the time
and sought help in solving them by attending,through the years,
summer sessions at Amherst, Cormell and Harvard. In 1892 she traveled
extenslively in Europe. '

Twelve years after she kad graduated from the State Normel School,
she }Joined ita faculty. At first her spscial attention was*directed to

.rural educatlion . To the young people in her classes Miss Tucker very

vividly plctureé "Hardscrabble" , the future scene of their firet inde-
pendent teaching effofts. -"Hardscrabble", with 1ts one room school -
house,poorly heated on bitterly cold days, by means of a wood-stove

and a plentiful supply of wood, poorly lighted with windows directly
opposlte each other, affording ths cross light, so much to be condemned,
unsanitary from so many points of view- thls"Hardscrabble" was porirayed
by one wnc kmew from experlence its many difficulties. i

But such a2 community, chzallenging , though 1t would be, to the
new teacher was not to daunt Miss Tucker's neophytes for they were
forewarned and forsarmed and imbued with the ardor to attack its

- obstacles. They would avercome the seemingly unsurmountable, serenely

accept those things that could not be changed and, remain unruffled
throughout their assignment for in no better way could they receive

the valuable experiences , develop fortitude and test their potential
qualifications as teachers, Having faced and conquered hardships, they
would emergs far more capable of fulfilling thes duties of tha3ir vocation.

Encouraging and Iinsplring as were her lectures in Rural Educatlon,
it was not the only field toward which she turned her efforts. Her love
of Nature wzs prefd@nd profound and through it she succeeded in cultivet-
ing 2 genuine interest in Nature Study on the part of her students.

“any of them remember her assiznments in this subject. The leaf collsction

vhich each Individual student gethsred and clzssified as one of the
"musts" in Miss Tucker's class gave rise to a llvely zwareness of the
importznce of trees. Each day of the school year saw an exhlblt of some
form of nature, tastefully arranged on the platform of the assembly

hall of the school with 2 small card authentically identifying it:-
another erfective device of Miss T. for stlmulating an interest 4n Nature.

ey 0 TTockir Araketla H |

3 A PIONNEER EDUCATOR IN WORCESTER COUNTY




k. : ’ .
it : ' -~y
Bird walks in the early morning hours wlth Miss Tucker
were a source of unforgettable pleasure to many of her students.
Ag she pointed out the common and rareerblrds, calling attention
th their distinguishing characterlstics,many exclamations of
delight rewzrded her. It seems inevitable that In such wholesome
situations many a life-long hobby was horn.

Former students frequently mentlon that more than once they
were lmpressed upon hearing such -instructlons as "Go to Thompson's
¥oods in Sutton and you'll find swamp pinks growing now" or "Don't
miss the beautiful fringed gentians in Taybor's Lane in Millbury-
they are especially lovely today."They also gratefully remember
that their search in such locations at the time never falled to
bring the deslred results. : ;

In these 2nd other ways did Miss Tucker's genuine love and
deep knowledge of the flora and fauna of Worcester County fleourish
and doubtessly bring to her gratifying evidences that she was lead-
ing others to "walk with her 1n beauty", conscious of the multitu-
dinous offerings and abundant returns of an.interest in Nature Study.

Bub this nature enthusist was not content to study, to lecture,
to arouse interest in thoss with wnom she came ln close contaci- she
also WROTT about nature. Her book entltled TREES OF WORCESTER became
well known throughout tne area. In che prerace to tnis work we read,
"The following account of the trees of Worcester has been prepzred
in the hope that it may enable those interested in them to ldentify
the trees they see about them; alsc that it may callaittention of
those entirely lgnorant and unobservant to what, onee entered upon,
will prove a fascinatlng fleld of study. To kmow 1in a vague way only
that trees are for a2 long time bare and leafless and then somehow
become clothed with leaves and in the hot months serve acceptably for
shade, yet to be entirely unawars of thelr gradual transitlon stages
and Individual characterisitics , 1s to mlss a great deal of beauty
as well as of Iinterest out of our lives. "

Research reveals that she did not confine her writing to this

ons book for Jonn Nelson in his publicatlion p Worcester. County- A
Narrative History- (Volume II page 692) makes the following atatement:
" Arabella H. Tucker in writing about the school conditions of tke
middle decads of the last century, after po¥nting out the meny wesknesses
of the system practised-soma of them due to untrained and underpaid
teachers, remarks, 'The overcrowding of the currlculumwas complained of

. meem——— more schools were nesded, not enough monsy was spent on the
schools} varents did not show interest in the progress of children ‘.

Ekxeenly aware of the educatlomal provlems of her day, Miss

2 Tucker, devoted her entire 1ife to educational endeavors and exerted
) no little influence in her community. She made time , however,for

civic responsibilities and club life. She helped to organize the

Levana Club, a soclel and cultural organlzation for teachers; she
served as president of the Worcester Woman's Club , was prominent
as a member of the D.A.,R. , Col. Timothy Bigelow Chapter, of the Public
Zducatlion Assocliation and of the ¥Worcester County Hortlcultural Soviety.
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No account of the 1life of this inspiring woman would bhe complete
without reference to her work as secretary to the Altmnae Assoclation
of the Normal School at Worcester which later becane the‘State
Ieachers8 follege . During her 29 years as a member of the faculty
of the school, she most diligently and falthfully kept records ofn
its graduates as she had done from the tlime of the first graduat %n
class. In this way she established and kept thriving = largf acquain-
tance among the graduztes and was instrumental in publishing gn
annual report of alumnae activities for many years.

ry into the recollectlons of individuals who had been students
of H%ggu%:gker disclosed that they cherish pleasamt~memories of heié?
She 1s deseribed by them as tall and stately, ereet in carriagailwd 2,
a friendly, cordial manner. Her wealth of graying beown hair, % E
distinetlvely on her head,and her bright blue eyes, shaded byi ong b
lashes were readily recalled but most vivid among these memorles wg -
her hands- her graceful, faclle hands, with their long , slenqer,f:uuy
fingers. Distinction marks this beloved instructor in the minds o
her former students; her voice, her grace, her charming menner, were
unique to them . They remembered hsr as a very REAL person whe had
successfully "pushed back their horizens” and whose wholesome outlook

bacame a bulwark to them when experience had proved its worthr~{time
and time again. :

The cathedral erected in her honor on the college grounds now helpz
awaken pleasant memories in those who knew her and due respect from
those students who Folowwsd, It testifies to her long devotion to
education in a way somewhat different from that plammed for that
mld-June day in 1936- the day on which her important contributions
to the teaching field were recazlled in the public prese- the day on
which she died , making her loss fali throughout: Worcester County.
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