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UW-Waorcester extends our gratitude to all
of the people who made this evening possible.
A special thank you goes aut to
Bob Malo at Henny's Prinfing on Pleasant Street and
James R. Moughan, Director of Sales l’
Waorcester's Centrum Cantra,
Centennial Committes: Donna Brusa, Connie Dillen,
Tura Cudley, Barbara Fletcher, Betty Geornge,
Laura Howia, Thirza Joost Peggy Manoogian,
Sue Martin, Karen Moran, and Betty Orsi
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEMN
18971967

The Worcesier College Club was organized *...to foster a social spil
and secure fellowship and sympathy” among college graduates. The
Club provied io be an organization of the future and succesded In
achisving much more than fellowship for its members. Twenly hree
years lafer the Club voted fo join the nabional onganization of
collegiate alumnas dubs united as the Amedcan Assocation of
University Woman, but did not drop the title of Colege Club until the
18508, The focus broadened 1o “praciical educational worn.”

The cnganization matured as the role of women changed in Amedcan
sociely, By 1890, females made up 35% of America’s undergraduate
population. bul they faced a dilemma males did not. The social rola
of educated women was in . While Lucy Sione's WOMAN'S
JOURMAL promoted fellowships offered by the Association of
College Alumnae (forerunner of AALNY'S Educational Foundation],
Helen Ekin Stameti published a popular advice mamneal “Afier
College, What* Starreff unged new alumnas to overcome the "tlank
nothingness” thai followed four simulaling collegiabe years “by
adopting soma useful activiies, someathing to do.®  (Patricla Smith
Butcher, EDUCATION FOR EQUALITY, 1989)

Thsenty-thres Worcester area women responded to a notice in kocal
papers that called a meeting for 3.30 o'dock on Tuesday, 5 Oclober
1867 ocpen to “al wormen graduates of colleges in VWorcester
County.® This group founded the College Club of Worcester, The call
had been Bsued by a group of about teenty college graduates. ead
by Miss Alice M. Smith, a Boston Univarsity alumnasa who was made
chaimman pro tem. Misa Caroline lsabel Baker, of Smith College
Class of '03, was temporary secretary and presided over he first
mesting in the lades’ pador of the Young Women's Christian
Association [YWCA), Mount Holyoks, Radcliffe, the University of
Pennsylvania, Vassar and \Wellesley rounded ocut the colleges
repraseniad al the first meeting.
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paying a rental fea, Ower the first half centy
hald in the Lincoin Houss, the Day Bullding, the Levana Club, the old
Salisbury mansion, the Sawyer Building, the Caks, Elmcrast Hall, the
Business and Professional Woman's Club, and Dean Hall in the
‘Worcester Women's Club,
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Bry the dose of the first year, membership was forty-seven, incuding
graduates of Comell and Michigan. Many of the women were
mamed and 18 wene lisled in 18559 WORCESTER SOCIETY BLUE
BOOK, ihe first ediion of thia "Elite family directory. cub
membership 1860-1000." Many mambers listed also balonged 1o the
Worcester Women's Club.  On the Club's tenth anniversary

active in the community and ower 125 area members-at-large
support research and education nationally as parl of the 160,000
mambarship of AALWY.

in the fall of 1881 the American Collegiate Alumnae (ACA) had been
founded in Boston to offer encouragement to young wonman warnting
to go to colege and expanding the opporuniies for warmen
graduates. The organizaSon gave a sense of femining comrmunity
and created opportunities commensurate with their educational and
social commitment. They fought against the Victonan assumplions
about women's nature In their first research effoia.  In 1888 the
Educational Foundation was initlabed fo fund thal research and
encourage female graduate siudy.

In 1805 tha Club referred fo the nies of admission from the New
York and Boston ACA Cluba.  Defining what constituted a collage
degres was troublesoma for hem as some colleges had & four-year
course of study while others had a three-year program. Also in
question was whether or not a medical school degree would be
defined as & college degres. |t was decided that the lerm “college
dagrea” did not include degrees from professional schools nor
special schools sometimes known as colleges that grant degress. To
Inswre that women would heve the same high standands of education
as men, an A B degree from oolleges belanging 1o the ACA or thoss
having a Phi Bela Kappa Chapler was required for membership on
the Worcesler College Club.  Labter the approved colleges list was
expanded to incude those recelving a three-fourtis yobe by memibens
and those sanctioned by the Bureau of Education in Washinglon,
D.C. Following the 1887 Bennlal Comiention, AALNY onde mons
finds admission nules a matier of key debate.

Annual dues were 51 and “what we lacked in funds we msde up in
“ways and means'...Content were we with & simpla punch and only
one kind of cracker, for on the same cand of the dey ranged mueicala
o high discourse.” Today's dues finance AALM s aclivities on the
intamational, national and state levels. The $15 branch dues reflect
today's costs of doing business. As we enjoy our 520 centennial
dinner, we can hardly imagine theiB83 Annual Meeling dinner
featuring roast keg of lamb or seafood Newburg for $2.50, tax and tip
Iinzluded, at \Worcester Polytechnic Linhersity.

Perhaps the comments of the recording secrelaries best explain how
the Club progressed during its firat ten years.

= The fifth annual report found the social alement of the Club “which

garve our colege days thelr chanm, congenlal fdends and socability
without formality” parficulary delightful.  In the 1805 minutes
alcohol was frequently mentionad among cusiomany supplies.

« Mabtworking was also in evidence as the Mount Holyoke Chb,
Welegley Club, Woman's Club, Home Club and Consumers
League were imvited to some mestings and the Timothy Bigelow
Chapter of the Daughters of the Amencan Rewdution invited
membars fo a Sterecpticon lecture. College students were ofen
imvited and asked o share their expeniences.



+ Susan L. Hill stated in 1908, “In a city of many clubs of various
interests, the College Club finds itsefl at the close of its ninth year
in a distinctive place of its own...." Al the cutsed the Club had
hoped to enlerfain famous pecpls who might be in the cily.
{Charles Nutt, HISTORY OF WORCESTER AND ITS PEOPLE,
1918}

+ Elizabath M. Deves proudly noted that addressing the College Club
could make a speaker's reputation. In the tenth annual report she
wroba, “We certainly count in the scheme of things. Only yesterday
an item was noted in a local paper referring to a leciurer coming 1o
town. Well known? Yes, indeed. His reputalion was established
for—to quote— "the College Club has had himl™

= Al the same ime, the report stated, "We Aatly refuse to work (as a
Club), insist upon food and speakers, ‘dignified sumrcundings’' and a
thoroughly good time.” However, the programs and community
reaction fo the group proved that the College Club was in reality
providing its memmbers with much mone than & social outing,

» During the tenth Annual Business Meeting the Club agreed to
maintain the social and recreational purpose for which it originated.
Stimulating programs continued: a Jerusalem fravelogue,
educalion in the Mew South, the Ciil Service Reform Movement,
the arts and crafis movement in Massachusetis, visils o the
American Antiquarian Society and the Worcester Al Museum,

The second decade found the Club launching a more active role in
the community. In 1007 the group was asked 1o have &
representaiive on a commitiee to have girls admitted io the proposed
Industrial Schwaol in the ity of Worcester. Mrs. Lena A Rand, 1914
Club president, served as representative to the Public Education
Association.  Programming also began to accommodate the
incraasing number of members and families with a Valenting party
tradition of entert@inment by “our Witle folk..either owned or
bomowed...” In the fall of 1908 they hosted two performances of the
wonder-plays for children by the Ben Greet players. The Club met
twica a month rather than wesakly by 1808,

The COLLEGE CLUB MAGAZINE made its appearance tha following
year and “was considered worthwhile,. with clever contrbutions—
prose and poetry; humorows and sericus. ., [proving] that the College
Club is indeed a treasure-house of taleni.”

The same year members debated the value of Woman's Suffrage.
The vobe “showad the majority of us are satisfied with our presant
status.” This meant having the right to vole only for school
commitiee members. The 1898 WORCESTER DIRECTORY
reported only 144 out of the 1,416 registered women voled in the
1857 school commities alection lustrating the tenor of the tirmes.

A sign of @ more proaciive roke for educated wormen odcurred with
the elaction of Stephanie Grani, the first Worcester woman admitted
lo the bar and a 1911 Worcester school committee member, to Club
prasident in 1912, Her influence on the Club was cut short when she
mioviad 1o Mew York afler her mamiage.

The First World War introduced a more serous note ta Club
activiies. The formidable conditions confronting the Red Cross in
War Relief Work described by a guest speaker resulted in the Club
vofing fo give 525 to that organization. In 1818 bolh the Sodety for
French Wounded and Italian WWar Relief Work called the Club's
attention to the urgent need for assistance, The Club mited itsalf to
monthly mestings, eliminated refreshments and voted to mesat for
Red Cross work every Friday during the Club ssason.

By 1620 the Club voted fo interest itself in a worthy cause inslead of
being purely social, They donated a Christmas trea for fifty girks at
the YWCA industrisl Service Center. During this decade the Club
sponsored parties for "the little gids from the Industrial Cantre,”
contributed to the Children's Friend Society and co-hosted
educational films for Worcester children with Bancroft School.  With
sufirage came an increasa in city politics imolvernent.  The group
went on record as favoring the State Censorship of Moving Pictures’
Bill and was represented on the Mation Picture Review Board from
1822 through the 1860s. The Club endorsed the Athletic Field Drive
and supported a pefition to the City Council to "provide for the proper
removal of ashes and rubbish...”

The Worcester College Club Service Fund was established with
manay raised by various forms of entertainment.  The first event of
two performances of Lillan Owen's maricneties raised $388. Amelia
Earhart lectured at the North High School Auditorium In 1936 for the
benafit of the Fallowship Fund when the Board felt people had tired
of benefit bridge. Two years later the growing acoouwnt became the
Worcester College Club Education Fund. A prize of $20 “in gold®
was given to a gil graduating from one of the four Woroester high
echools (Classical, Commerce, South, North) each June to b used
for educational purposes. The amount of this prize was raised to 350
five years later and to $100 in the 1840s,



By the 18805 a 5250 prize was open lo &l Worcester area high
schools alang with an award &l the Kiwanis Annual Worcester County
Ecience Fair. Local scholarships wene discontinued as fundraising
focusad on the AALWY Educational Foundetion until 1980 when a
§100 prire was re-instituted for & female &t the Worcester Regional
Soenca and Enginesring Fair.  Today, \Worcesier members
coniribute annually 1o the AALWY Educational Foundation, the clies]
and one of the lwgest non-profit funds for fellowships for women,
More than $2_7 million was awsnded in fellowships and grants fo 283
women in 19687-1888. Aboul one-fourth of which ane swarded fo
women of color annually. Throughout its 116 years mone than 8,800
womden have been halped to reach their personal and professional

godals throwgh this fund.

When the ACA invited the Soulhem Associalion of College Women
to jein in creating the American Association of University Women
in 1921, the focus of ihe new organizalion becama broader
“Believing thal education provided the key to equalily in & democratic
sociaty, AALUNW members soughl ways fo enable women 10 resch
their individual potential, become leaders in thelr communities, and
participate in the nation's collective, politcal ife,”
{Susan Levine, DEGREES OF EQUALITY, 1395)

Ini Ehis spinit, Worcester College Club members who also belnged o
ALY |ad the effort to join AALNY as the Worcastar College Club
Branch in 1828, Over the nesd four years membership increased to
abaut 300 and the Branch helpad form the Massachusetls Division of
AALNN. The Club's goals were broadened "o concentrate and
increase their influencs in the community for the soluion of social
and civic problems.” The afiemoon of March 8, 1928 Helen McAles,
Editor of THE YALE REVIEW spoke on "Whal Has Beacome of Ihe
Mow Woman.” The Branch was very much in evidence In Worcester
g5 publicly from Oclober 8, 1828 fo Apdl 5, 1930 included 205
newspaper notices of Club aciivities, an average of mare than ong
avery day for six months, incuding 43 piciures.

Soon after affliation with AALWY, the formadion of special interas!
proups occurred. These groups offered the opportunity 10 explore an,
book reviewing, child guidance, consumer probiems, drama and
literature, adolescent and preschool education, home docoration,
caoking, hobbses, Inemational relations, mental hygiena, banking,
music, psychalogy and writing. For a number of years, the Glee
Club, an sotivity of the Music and Drama Group, jaintly fumished &

program during the Club year,

Thie Waoroester Branch had at lesst one feminist in its midst who

stated, "The woman who has work and interests outside her home

brings far more indo that home than she takes out of B. Any woman

wha i expanding her social and intelectual life |s always contributing

to the atrmosphene and nourishment of the home™ [Annie Russel

E&M.Jﬂlﬂhﬂﬂlp‘ﬂidﬂﬂmmmnmwm
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According fo Lena Hill, it was the aim of the Club to presant each
month of the cub year, one or two outstanding speakers. Thera
were severa nokable lectures during the 1830s and 1840s.

« Chinesa lacturer and writer Mo Young Park addressed an audience
of more than 400 charging that Japan had definite inenSons o
annax Manchura. He urged the Weslem Word to ke her
challenge by placing an economic boycott that will bring Japan o
terms.  The Branch voled to sand money saved from several

tnhn_mlﬂingﬁ during 1840 and the proceeds from thei841
China Aéd lunchaons 1o China Relief,

# Now York Labor Commissioner and Womrester native Frands
Perkins lectured on the use of public works to creabe a cushion
against the Depression and of the difficulties sncountered by skilled
labor hawving machines take over their jobs in many indusiries. In
1883 the Club revisited this lecture by encouraging fhe Worcaster
Fublic Library to purchase a rew film an Francs Perkins

= Mra. Edgerton Parson, delegate from the VWoman's Paace Party to
the London Maval Conference urged women 1o work for peace and
Study intemalional relations because the time had come to be
concemead with affairs beyond our own Boundarnes.

» Or, Meoowedl Sarvage, minister to the First Unitarian Church, leciured
on religious education, stating it should be kepl out of all schools
and colleges supported by public taxalion.

= Modem edecational methods were oullined by Or. Margarel 5,
Morriss, dean of Pembrowe College. "Colleges are trying to adapt
conditions within their dassmooms o the needs of society,
Siudents are demanding that thelr education prepane them for life,”
she stated. AALNY launched & program compling the expedences
of Institutions of higher education all over the couniry during her
termn as AALI president in 1837,



» Dr. Ralph Boas, professor of English at Wheaton College, Iectured
on cengorship, calling it "Serary persecution. American literature
and cansorship cannot survive together becalss cansorship stifles
hose instincls upon which life is based.”

The fiftieth anniversary of AALWY was celebrated at a Mational
Convention held in Boston in 1931. Mrs. Annie Marble wrols
"Merchants of Light," a pageant, depicling the formation of the
and significant events in its history, Ower 300 women
participated in its parformance at the Stafler ballroom In Bosfon and
the Worcester Girls' Trade School made some of the cosiumes.
Marble was also instrumental in founding AALMY Branches in
Rockport and Tauntan when she sarved as first vice president of the
Massachusatts Division the following year,

The thimies reflected the continuing restrictions on women's
employment and most members worked in tradiional female
occupations.  Membership In AALW gave educated women
recogrition  denied them by male-dominated professional
associations according to Susan Levin.

The Worcester Branch sponsored many activities that contributed 1o
the welfare of the community. The Mental Hyglena study group held
an allday exhibition and demonsiration of methods for solving
children's problems. This featured a display of toys and books
arranged on age level basis, an activity program and suggestions for
instructive recreation, The Branch was assisted by the
Massachuseits Mental Hygiene Society, the Education Department of
the Worcesier Art Museum, the Child Guidance Clink, the Worcester
Kindergarten Department and the Gins’ Trade Schoal.

An Intemational Dinner was a feature of the club’s program for
saveral years, at which students from foreign countries studying at
area colleges wer invited to be guests and sometimes even fo be
the speakers. Revived in 1993, these dinners allowed our members
a glimpse into the cultures of Japan, India and Africa.

During the Depression when college graduates could mot find
positions, the Branch organized a Bureau of Volunteers with the
Junior Leagus, This Bureau listed the needs of personnel for
charifies and had trained placerant directors. Ower 100 college
wornen tock pan-lime work in charities and some young graduates
found permanent positions with pay. Another effect of the poor
economic condifions was accapiance of late dues' payment.
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Taking flight into our second century in Worcester
Saturday, 4 October 1997 atBo'dlock -~
Worcester's Centrum Centre, Junior Baliroom

B Networking Tables I Cash Bar

L*2.7%C  Dinner Music by the Burncoat High School String Quartet ""'f
Christopher Racine, 1st violin Vera Alsova, cello
Cheryl Racine, 2nd violin Ross Murray, viola %:r/;{
&Y% 722 YWelcome and Greetings/ Proclamations
Elizabeth George, Branch Steering Commitiee ~~ £
Vivian Ng, AAUW Director of Diversity
&UWMWNMWR@&M& /)-._
/ ! Lillian Colavecchio, AALIW-MA President +
i [ Branch Honorary Life Members (50-year members):
L wE BIT;;H G. I:ruLt:“hIiL Helen Davg,ﬂn.lm;nﬂ Fair,
a Qﬁrmn_g r_ﬂam w ne ?#nmll Wmm) /

e
The Rev. Barbara W. Merritt, Senlor Minister of the First Unitarian Ghurch, Worcester +~ |
200_ 7S Centennial Dinner F,{/:;,o*“ﬂ*
(o

Grilled Marinated Chicken Breast with cholce of sauca:
Citrus Vinegarette or Roasted Red Pepper Coulis
Or

,.z

Plesse note the CASH BAR will close a 8.00 ML ta.
AL Eleanor Roosevelt Birthday Cake é

celebrating AAVW Educational Foundation I Fellows
Betty Orsi, Branch EF Chair 1/

77 Reflections on Our Past
Karen Moran, Branch Steering Committes

T Building on Our Strengths: '
Empowering Women oL Girls for Leadership in the 21st Century ’1/
Dr. Elizabeth A. Sherman, Director of the Center for Women in Politics & Public Policy

McCormack Institute, University of Massachusetts
Antroduction by Connie Dlh:n Branch Steering Committee

75° Elluncﬂf by the Post Mﬂﬁaptﬂ@rtﬁesmﬁ&ﬁm

Sandy Kerr, Director (o sod. ] W



Wreagter Northeast nidiere e frtened
o apeafiprs, worked on Bundles for Britatn” and fafpd with onr friends,
bt wot over coffes and—ifat vwould fave feen * The usual

radios

Mnnl-hthmw The Branch apent $180 to fumnizh
8 day room at the Lovell Hospital. Members donated their time as
hostessas for the LSO, Canter and workers for the Unlled Nations

Postwar domesticity was not Isolating and all-consuming as 15848-
H}Prllmlullw Flﬂmm..-mppuﬁrnjau’mi g,r‘:.i:

mmmmﬂmm; 'I'Enm‘miuﬁm-g

Scholarship Fund dances for several years.

The fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the Worcester Collage

Club in 1847 wars calebrated with a skil created by branch mermbers,

bMembars wore costumes of the 1880s. A program on international

fellows was organized by Branch mambers for the state meeting and

mmummzn, 1050 meeting was aranged by
st

In 1957 the AALMY Ciamond Jubilee pageant, *Pioneers in Progress,”
was producad by Daphne Bunting Blar and Blizabeth Rutkedge at the
Boslon Opera House, Al the 1857 Annual Meating Belty could still
recité her pageant lines as Alica Freeman Palmer.  Marlan
Cruiksharnk hisd plensed the pleyed the role of Amelia Earhan.

FPasl President Jane Miller .. feend Gter that onty a few of onr 350
mrmbers froved the Slirzand in order to applawd our cart in a repeat
performance of @ pageant of famows ftorical women, sarfier presented”
fin Boston.] (That was the diy I tosaled sy car on the way to the
meeting. ) On Hieir way bome, a smow Senk fmpeled the cast’s cor. Tn
Jull thearrical mafgup they pled cut.  Papsershy wetfoud guestion
secmed o arcept Hhiat BRey wer unfversity tiomen

The Worcestar College Club offickally changed He name to Worcester
Branch of AALWYV in 1851. Durng the fifies the Branch sveraged
about 2756 members, representing over 75 colleges and universities.
Ower 50% of the mambers regulary aftended. Study groups became
known as interest groups and accomding o historlan Ruth Frost,
“constitute the very heart beat of our Branch.® Guest fees were
charged al mastings and interest groups.  Past President Jessie Fair
obeerved, ... Befueen study groups and regulir meetings, memibers comld
farve an A AT aciveiry to attend afmost every diry of the month if they
desired, Past Presldent Daghne Blair remembered, ..an satfusiastic
Drrma Group wlich mee montfly to resd playe. A Fine Arts groups
was added, exploning porcelain figunines, landscaps garcening, home
furnishings and trigs 1o the Worcester At Museun and Ards and
Crafis Center. The Branch worked with the LWV on a 1958
candidates” meeting and became active in the Friends of Worcesier
Free Public Library and Emergency League Tor School Construction.
The Branch joined the Ciizens Coundl for Better Schools and helped
canvass all local college clubs to find four-year graduates who would
return o ieaching &s the baby boom generation reached school age.

MWarian Cruikshank, a past branch sanved as the 1966-60
president of the State Division of AALMY. Together with then Branch
President Eleanor McKerzie, she formed the nes Osford-Dudiey
Branch.
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had her promolional ideas purchased for publication by an
advartising agency, Helen Davis surmmensd in France as a Fulbright
Scholar, Jana Miller chaired the ARC Fund Drive in Shrewsbury and
Martha Hill served as first vice-prasident of the Gid Scout Coundl of
Southern Worsester County. (It is of historic interes! to nola that the
onginal accolades ware given these women by their mamed names
instaad of thelr given names wsed hana,)

The first ediion of WHO'S WHOD OF AMERICAN WOMEN included
Branch msmibers:
Sara Virginia Camer, Executive Director of the Woroestar YWCA
Hazel Hughes, Dean of Clark Univarsity Women's College
Maran G. Cruilkshank, AALWVY Massachusetts Division President

employment opportunities for women, the education of the mentally
retarded, Cambodia and moral values in 8 changing sockety.

The Seplember 19565 newsleiler incdluded a message from the
president reminding members thal AALM s charter purpose was “..a
program (o enable college women o continus thedr cwn intellectual
growth, to further the advancement of wornen, and 1o discharge (he

special responsibiliies 10 society to those who have enjoyed the
advantages of higher education” Paest President Martha Hill
reflected on some feelings of frustration, [ thought the Worester
Branch svas ready to meet the future, Now that I've lookpd back, I find
that we wene fust starting to ok our and arownd a fit; one year we Rad
our meetings ot four collages and theee different fjnds of museums.
Tucredibly, fermnism was otroduced to the members at fuo mestings
thus we took o couple of ladysteps into the future.

The Branch archives conlain much detailed information from the
Writer's Study Group for the 1960s. The group med in the afterncon

Representatives, for her dedication 1o the work of her late husband,
Rober H. Coddard, acclaimed father of modem rockelry. Rep.
Conahie read before the House an article weithan by Witer's Study

Record and & copy Is included in the archives.
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In the late sidies and through the seventies, "the Umes,
they [were] a changing.® Past President Jessie Fair remembered
the Branch a5 the [lgess Sranch in New Englond..fuih] sipii
different AAUW mestings. .offered sach momth AW this was pee



swomen working to the extent of taday. We had o wonderful guest wight
Mu]ﬂﬂyﬂﬁmmﬂ_'?ﬁﬂnw?ﬁ&muHicsﬁwu
imPErRLLON mwuiﬁmmm:mmmﬁu

At this time the Branch envisioned networking with other
onganizations tht had overapping interests with ASLWY.  The times.

called for finding ways 1o respond 1o a changing memibership that
included more welHinlended members with |&ss me, more women

fer graniz and fellowships, more minodty membens, more
asaerive and sclivist members and mone shor tam membarns.  The
geal was “...to leam how to use the power we have as women to
make a difference.” Pasi President Lou Anne Branche mecalled,
AAUW assisted Prospect Nowse establish a ifrary. AAUVW swanded a
prize at the Science Fair at WL The World Affairs Great-Tcision
mg‘mw-mmg‘ﬂwm mﬂf}m
wis offered], Wi studied” French and the American
Tietnam,

General meeting topics focused on a wide range from antiques, the

. gardening. VWorcester architecture,
equal educational opportunity, ving with dying, public television,
batiered women and the computer impact, Past Pressdeni Helen
Denvis noted the chanpges. In I971-73 we mer in the Firs
Congregational Clurch or in private Gomes.  Cur programs were soienc
orignted In the late 15708 the State Division published a booklet
aboul Massachuseits career women deesmed role models. The
Branch was active in disiribuSing the bookiets to school librares
throughout the \Worcester aréa.  Past Preésident Joyce George
reflected, For me the presidincy was an oppovtunity to develop in a
leadersfip role. 1 mastly remember e camaradene of workgnyg togetfer

During the mid-seventies we were lboking aliead to the twenty-firnt
particularly women's mole in the future as o the past,  These uem
important wars for ERA [Equal Rights Amendrment], acconding to
Past President Carcl Saulnier, Our celebrotion of the Si-cemtenmial
was o lok af our Aeritage of the Mistonical Socicty and” the American
Antiguarian Society. @efore each of our gemeral meetings, I shamd
Voroester Branch ‘winutes’ from decades ago. e uwen imfensr,

T wag fortunate encugh to fe the first Worrester Branch president to fe
o Abuguergee, WM. [t was g mert rewarding experience--mal
matfeation b comnect our @rench with those alll over the TLS. recalled
Past President Mauresn Gray, Afier my tenure ar Presdent, [ Secame
Dvision  Tiee-President, contimung  furtfer our  Commection’ with
AAUW in the state and the region.

in the eighties Levine noles, “. AALW women wem no longer a
amall, elite dass, [but] a relatively homogeneous group that could be
said 10 represent ‘mainstream’ [America constituting] the backbone of
community volunteers™ Part of the AALW MNalional Focus was the
“Voler Registration Projed.” Collaboration and ampowsemant wena
the gaal in 1584 a8 the Branch worked with Junior Leaguea, tha LW
and the National Council of Jewish YWomen o demonstrate the use of
the new woling machines. Past President Micolina Pucdo
remembered, The connfant support of the women wio swred on my

Board].] The cozy parildr mestings wiich were enfanced Gy delightfin
fngpitality and stimulating comversation [and my/ partictpation on the
Eteevivg committer to plan the 1981 Centennial of AATMY in Boston.

Helping women do advanced graduate study continued o be a
primary mission of AALMY as females made up 50% of America's
college population in the 1980s. The Branch donated 3500 yearly o
help establish the Blizabeth Stanion Michaels Felloaship Fund on the
state level and by 1888 the Fellowship became fully funded, allowing
a grant 0 be awarded for advance graduate study to a qualifed
WDITEEIN.



Past President Anna Carey Ferwerda recalled discovering, ..our far
Jling tiew:..women who workgd togetfer in o divided Treland, Merting
Souwthiern women with flouncy dresser and Roneyed tones who were the
Banfest-firaded” felouslip momey raisers [ Rove ever emcounberrd
Kycetving o courtesy call from the president of a South India Granch
uath fugy membery (Tilp ours) wiio o mot afedys attend” meetings
#itleri

Past President Susan Gately recalled her lerm as a plaast

Filling in at a difficull time, I felt uWﬁrﬁ:wﬁﬁmMﬁ
aur of the califer of memfenfiip. T war mwand with @ waaemif of

respanse | s never fomget.

the Divislon Comvention and Annucl Meeting at the
Yankpe Drummer Inn in April of 1985 wor d cufmingtion of effort by
our fopal ranch members and very satigfing. Gelonging to a Whreester
Couencil of Jewish Women—kept us curent fere! remembered Past
Prasidant Karen Pellatier.

Past President Laura Howie recalled, A fagpe A stoclsfion dwes imcrease
plus Branchk reeds geverated much discincron within the Board beforr a
JA0 total uats voted. A Vimtary Mentor service wos implemended for
secondary sehool age gurfs in public and private schools, Gir Scouts, Girls
Club and Campfire. Members and commmunity Gaders fsted their names
and carcers. They were avalzble to encowrmge girls o ok foruand o a
Julfilling adidt fife. The term culminated i g celefration of 60 years'
affifiation with AATW, and 50 years as a Colfege Cfib, active in
Homester: The Branch celebrated with dinner and a skit at Holy
Cross Collegs,

The concems of membars in the eightles focused on dealing with
national and personsl lmsues: erimes againsl women, bioethics
bicfeedback, risk and prevention of hean disease pre-menshsal
myndrome, the womean's movement in Worcester and unhersty
women in China. The Branch once mone met community needs by
hosting hallday parties for members’ and Belmont Community School
children and began to support Abby's House. Past President Pauline
Michaetson frequently opened har home to mestings and & wing-
tasting fundralser. She remembers rdng te tum members imto

queilters to rodse money for the Branch ar meetioyy aftendance, and dues,
declined. A Bronch arwey showed togbook, amsorsiip and patients’
Figifes were tiie top concems in Gyeping our Bherties secure.

The nineties found the Branch with shrinking numbers as members
relocated due to lifestyle changes. Wemen juggled families and
canears leaving lite time for meatings. (It is inferesting to nole how
similar today’s Cape Cod Branch is lo the Worcester Branch of the
sixties in sioe and program. }

Past President Karen Moran saw the opporunity to use the needs of
AALWY @ her training ground on computer technology.  ff was
exrrting and frustrating, for Cindy @randt and other members to bring
the uword processor, email and fax fete action for AAUW
commisndeations bodh én Voroester amd across the Sate.  Dud members

Jface the some anvgety over it city's new telephone rystem when tie Oef
began?

The Mational focus became sducation and squity for woman and
glis rather than a wide number of concema. At the 1988 Siennial
AALMW Convention in Washingion, D.C. branches were urged o
make “cholces, changes and conmections” to achieve their goaks
Moran brought the message home and was stimubnted fy the ddras

gemernted By the boond Wi were rady to maly a difference in our
crmmcnity!

To help expand opporiunities for girls in Kindergarten threugh grade
12 the Branch began donating to the new Eleanor Roosevelt Tedcher
Fellowship in18858. Judy Melson and Connie Dillon launched the
Annual Educational Foundation Breakfasts with the Authors in 1881
as the primary fundraiser, Busy members wers stll able 1o be in
oact with books and discuss them with the authors as the las)
Branch study group, the Book Group founded In 1948, gradually
dizaohved.

The Roosevell fund launched a new level of national recognition for
AALNY by SUPDOIIngG reseanch and training exparienced leachers in
gender-Tair tnu:.ﬁ"q techniques. The 1991 nationwide poll
“Shorichanging Girls, Shorichanging Amedca® and "The AAUW
Report” in 1992 ralsed national awareness of the gender inequities
that still exist in owr educational systemn. “Hostile Hallways: The




AALMY Suniey on Sexual Harassment in Amerca’s Schools™ in 1993
and Peggy Orenstein’s SCHOOLGIRLS: YOUNG WOMEN, SELF-
ESTEEM, AND THE CONFIDENCE GAP in 1994 put human faces
an thie slalistics. The research was followed by two videos: “Girls
Canl™ and "Girs in the Midde." The Branch raised awarenass of the
MHWWWM|WHTMMLM“
Conference "Girls Canl Reach the Slars™ at Wircester State Collags.

Branch rmamber Aloe Bowen was named 8 1991 Roosevelt Fellow
and the research senved as a springboard for aclion. Several
community fonems and programs on educalional equity wens
Ssponsoned,

members to maky the year & success..The kighlight of the year was the
Prggy Mclmtosh svent.. Dr. Mcintosh, Associate Direclor of the
Wsllesbey College Center for Research on Women spoke on *Custing
Across the Biss: Educating Tomorrow's Minds & Hearts® in a
program co-sponsored by the Aliance for Education. o our efforts
the @ranch received the 1993 Diversity LEAP Award for Leaderskip
and Effective Action for Pragress from Navional and six turtle awsnds
SJrom the AAUWMA  These turtles wew given o members and
community leaders who stuck their necky out_for diversity. '

At about the same time Past President Betty Gaorge was (nspired by
AALMY 1o inifiate the Charofte Spinney Scholarships (in honor of

M#MM'—:I::F.M ur e scared of the financial
commitments, and success was mot & gusrantes.  Nowetheles, we
Mﬁwmm{mmhmﬁmw
Wﬂf‘lﬁhﬁ!ﬂrmm:ﬁHm the Girly Incorporated fund.

Karen Moran inifisted the highly sucosssful 1988 Annual
Carser Might for young women in coallion with the Monlachusett Girl
Scoud Councll and Gids Incomporaled of Worcaster, As we host the

11th Carser Might, the Branch continues to balieve that for gids and
WO =
“A journey of a thousand miles begins with one step ”

Choices regarding women's health have also been a key concerm
during the pasl decads, As pant of the Blue Ribbon Teen Pregnancy
Prevention Project, the branch recognized comfnunity women
working 1o prevent teen pregnancy and joined the Worcester County
Coaliion for Cholcs in 1800, The following year the Branch helpad

holiday tour of the current exchibit at the Worcester At Museum led by
mismniber-gocant s Lanyon, appealing.  Support for Abby's House, a
shelter for women and children, and the AALWY Legal Advocacy
Fund, which provides funding and a support system for women
sopking judicial redress for sex discrimination, become part of holidiry
spirit and fun.

community. In recognition for finding the balance, the VWorcester
Branch has achisved the AALIW 5 STAR AWARD in 1954, 1995 and
a7



For 100 years the Worcester Branch has used education to promote
equity for all women and girls, lifelong education and positive societal
change. The barriers to participation in the organization based on
gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, or
disability have been removed. All members are also affiliated with
the International Federation of University Women. Today our Branch
Mission of FRIENDSHIP-UNITY-PARTNERSHIP-COMMITMENT-
PURPOSE-POTENTIAL-ENJOYMENT blends the goals of the past
to guide us into our increasingly complex next century and
community.

As we continue into our next century, we close with the words of
Lena B. Hill, 50th Anniversary historian, from October 1947:

GOOD LUCK and CARRY ON!




