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8 Convomtion, assembled In this city, te-day. and
zoonnt of thulr proceediogs we have the homor
Wwlih to communicates to the New York Herald

Headline from New York Heraid, 25 October 1850
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First National Woman's Rights Convention
Worcester, Massachusetts
October 23-24, 1850

Paulina Wright Davis (1813-1876)

Frederick Douglass (1818-1895)
Abby Kelley Foster (1810-1887)
Stephan Foster (1809-1881)
William Lloyd Garrison (1806-1879)
Harriot Kezia Hunt (1806-1875)
Lucretia Mott {1793-1880)

Abby Hills Price (1814-1878)
Abigail Gleason Rawson (1811-1895)
Ernestine Potowsky Rose (1810-1882)
Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815-1902)
Lucy Stone (1818-1893)

Sojourner Truth (17797-1883)

Burbank Educators

REVISITING THE FIRST NATIONAL
WOMAN'S RIGHTS CONVENTION
By Karen Board Moran

This interactive script suggests the teacher act as narrator
in the character of an ordinary antebellum woman, Abigall
Rawson. Male teachers could speak from Mr. Rawson's
perspective since he seems to have been supportive of
Mrs. Rawson's reform work.

*

Performance time is about 60 minutes, but paris 10411
and 13 may be cut without losing key ideas.
Spontanecus debate of resolutions could be during a
follow-up session or done as part of this performance
within another half hour.

Costume(s) may be as simple as shawl and doily on
head or vest, white shirt with collar up and cravat.

Classroom acts as a convention hall. For a stage
performance narrator is at stage right and conference
attendees at stage left, both facing center on diagonal,

Interactive handouts:

Enlarge each speaker's page on photocopier.
Provide all participants with copy of resolutions on

pages 24-25.

Ideally, student readers would research their character
and practice reading their boldfaced excerpts with
passion and proper pronunciation before performing.

There are 13 scripted parts. Possible modifications:
Combine parts 5 and 7, Anonymous woman (11) can
be added;, Easier parts are 3, B, 11 and 13; Roles
may be shared as suggested in lasson on pages 28-
31, or, excerpts may be enlarged or additional
speakers added using the WIWHP web site.
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Good Moming! | am Abigail Rawson.

You are probably wondering why | am so bold as to speak
before this promiscuous audience -— men and women
together. Weil, the strong-minded women | heard speak at
tha first Matipnal Woman's Righits Convention in
Worcester, Massachusefts in 1850 have inspired me. |
was one of the third of the audience willing to sign in as
voting members. About 25% of them were males.

| live on Grafton Street in that city with my husband Deering
Jones Rawson who is a confectioner and fruit dealer. We
have three children: 16-year-old son Henry who helps his
father make candy, 13-year-old Abby and 10-year-old
Davis. Sarah R. Gleason, my 16-year-old nisce from
Princeton who lives with us, helps me around the house
and with the younger children. This helps her gain the
skills needed to run a household - like an apprenticeship
for girls.

I'm a good example of a middle-class Worcester woman.
Like many others in my day, | am stirred by the evangelical
spirit of the times. Unlike the Puritan churches who
emphasize the inherent wickedness of the soul and the
possibility that most of us will go to eternal damnation, |
believe individuals can control their own behavior and
destiny. | will gain my salvation by helping make the world
a better place. | think you call this period the 2™ Great
Awakaning.

{This movement began In the 17905 in CT as a serles of Profestant
revivalz. Preachers encouraged individuals to exparience an intensely
emotional conversion as opposed to 168" century view that people were
virtually incapable of resisting sin and could be saved only by the grace
of God.  Worcester Counly has more churches than any other
Massachusetts County. Only Middlesex County has more Unitarian
and Universalist Churches acconding to the 1850 Census. )
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| am especially concerned with the welfare of homelass
children and agree to sit on the Board of Managers of the
Children's Friend Society (two years after the Convention and over
next 35 years). There are so many changes happening in
Amearica and growing Mew England industrial cities like
Worcester. More and more factories are producing large
numbers of similar goods, creating more jobs for the newly
arrived immigrants--mostly from Ireland. Working in a
factory is so different from working on a farm. Husbands go
off to work while the wife stays home to manage the
household tasks and children. While my family is stable,
some children in our city need help so we opened an
Orphans’ Home.

The convention was held in gorgeous Indian summer
weather an Ocfober 23 and 24. Ewven though it was the
middle of the week, a chance to hear discussion of
woman's rights drew a huge crowd from all walks of life to
Brinley Hall down at 340 Main Street. | saw  mechanics,
craftsmen, teachers, housewives, denfists, wailers, doclors,
nurses and reporters. Some were marred and some were

single. (Tha 3™ ficor mesting hall was also used for reform bazaars,
axhibitions, dances and concerts.)

| was eager to see it all, for the following week | would host
The Ladies' Washingtonian Sewing Circla of Worcester at
my home on Friday afternoon and evening.
"We.. pledge[d] ourselves to...diminish and EUpprass. ..
[the use of intoxicating drink] throughout the whole
community.” (C 10/31)

{in the 1830s alcoholic per capita consumplion was double that of the
1990, Kerber, 230-1)

As we sewed articles to raise funds for the temperance
cause, | would share my observations of the convention.
Actually, the fact that we ladies do most of the fundralsing
work, but have no say in how it is spent, is very irksome
and a reason | also atended.
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| was pleased to see so many temperance people among
those signed as voting members, especially David
Loveland's 16-year-old daughter Emily and Enoc Briggs,
the 28-year-old pressman at the Massachusetts Calaract &
Waterfall temperance weekly, It is the local paper with the
largest circulation— even into eastern Massachusetts!

N e e et T

Caurtesy Amarican Anfiquarian Society

| read in the Cataract that “"Catharine Leonard was
murdered in New York by her drunken husband.” (reported
1/31) This is where temperance becomes a woman's
causel Women have no legal recourse against abusive
husbands and fathers. In fact, they can hit their wives with
anything smaller than the thickness of their thumb and
make all decisions controlling guardianship of the children.

We really needed a Convention as ihe call said,
“to give.. eamest thought and effective effort to ...[the]
rightful adjustment [to woman's Rights, Duties and
Relations)...to separate the light from the darkness.”
The time was opportune!  (Proceedings)

Two area women, Abby Kelley Foster, who is 40 like me,
and Lucy Stone, who is 8 years younger, organized the Call
with seven others after the annual convention of the
American Anti-Slavery Society in Bosfon. Most people
were focused on the new Fugitive Slave Law that was part
of the Compromise of 1850, which would gain free

Burbank Educators

statehood for California. But another type of slavery within
our society -—-sometimes subtle and sometimes blatant--
made it necessary for a time when just women's issues
would be discussed.

The new Fugitive Slave Law took effect a month earlier.
We read of slave hunters in Boston after William and Ellen
Crafts who made their bold escape from bondage about a
year and a half ago. (12/48) Do you know their story?

Why, "In Chicago [they cannot even find anyone] who will
accept the office of commissioner to carry into execution
the fugitive slave law." Many people were furious with our
own Senator Daniel Webster for compromising on human
bondaga. Several lectured in central Massachusetts

before and after the convention! (C 10v31)

Courtesy American Antguarian Socisby

Foster Strest Station Ticket Office
Worcester, Massachusetts
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We tried to put aside these
troubles during the oy
Convention, although &
Frederick Douglass, gng
Sojourner Truth were both
in town to remind us that &=
women are part of all races =
and conditions. :

Mr. Douglass spoke
forcefully on the second

f
aftermoocn, .-

Courtesy Fredenck Douglass Museum web site

*[ have been turned out of railroad cars in
Massachusetts, and out of steamboat cabins,

and knocked on the head.

But...the continual exercise of [my] rights

[is] wearing out [the] prejudices against color...
Selze hold of those [rights]

which are most strongly contested.

You have already free access to the paths of literature.
Let woman take her rights,

and then she shall be free." (NY Daily Tribune 10/26)

{Encourage audience o chap enthusiastically as if they are thera.

When you experience prejudice personally, you can better
understand the oppression of others.

Come back to the convention with me.

Lis e who spoke
With ree?

What would you say if you were there?
Did they really say those words?
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Sarah Earle, wife of the Worcester Spy editor- John Milton
Earle—- and in her own right a well-known organizer of
Anti-Slavery fairs here in town (including one that ran the entire
previous week at Brinley Hall), called the meeling to order
around 10 o'clock.

Those who signed as convention members came from
eleven states—even California and lowa. Letters came
from several states from people who could not make It.

We are lucky so many trains slop at the railway station on
Foster Street—24 in and out daily! Worcester traing move
goods, people and IDEAS across America.

Courbesy American Anfiquarian Society

Foster Strest Station, 1855
Worcester, Massachusetts
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Our hearts were stirmed by _
the opening speech of the .. “a
Convention by President
Paulina Wright Davis from
Rhode Island. As a health
reformer, she has helped
women understand their
bodies, even though some fo
faint at the sight of herg
imported Frenchi
mannequin.  Mrs. Davis
set the tone of the
Convention by reminding
us that it has been two
years since the convention
in Seneca Falls, New York. &
There had only baen
another local gathering and
one state meeting.
Worcester's convention would do more!

Gourtesy WWHP web site

She proclaimed,

"It is one thing to issue a declaration of rights

or a declaration of wrongs to the world,

but quite another thing

wisely and happily

to commend the subject to the world's acceptance,
and so to secure the desired reformation.
Nature does not teach that men and women

are unequal, but only unlike;

...80 naturally related and dependent that

their respective differences

By their balance

...eatablish their equality.” (Proceedings)

(Narrator should conlinue to lead clapping as if audience is Ihere
throughout the rest of the script. )

10 Burbank Educators

3 The crowd swelled to over 500 and the organizers
unsuccessfully fried to move the meeting to City Hall. New
gas lighting was being installed. At times it was difficult to
hear, but Lucretia Mott, who at 57 was the elder leader of
the woman's movement, frequently had to quiet the room.
She had our attention as she said,

"...In the Society of Friends to which [I belong], women
are constructed with lungs for use rather than show;
but a part of their education is to keap silence. Our
voices [will] be heard in all parts of this crowded room
if there [are] no whisperings.” (Boston Daily Chronatype 10/24)

One cannot help but respect; - ' =
this “guardian spirit" of the .
woman's movement. As you |
may remember, she and Mrs. |
Stanton  first planned to do!
something about woman'
rights in London when th
American female delegate
were denied equa
paricipation at the 1840
World's Anti-Slaver
Convention. Eight years lat
she helped organize the first
woman's rights convention in
Seneca Falls. (See Mott's
“Discourse Woman™ published in 1850 .)

I-; Ay

Courtesy WWHP web site

As a Quaker, she always had the courage to speak
whenever moved by the Inner Light (soul or “indwalling spirit).
In fact, this is what led Mr. and Mrs. Mott to "come-out” of
the traditional meeting. They felt Truth was not determined
by the Meeting hierarchy. They were considered infidels for
this reason. (Hicksites, influenced by revivalism, left the Orthodox
“mesting” in the 18205 because they placed more emphasis on the

individual conscience than Bible, regardiess of race, gender, social
standing, nationality or knowledge of relgion.)
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Abby Price from Hopedale, a nearby utopian community,
spelled out some of the issues we discussed,

“The natural rights of woman are co-squal
with those of man...

[Elach of the sexes is equally necessary to
the common happiness,

and in one way or another is equally capable,
with fair opportunity,

of contributing to it...

[Wle contend:

s That women ought to have equal opportunities with
men for suitable and well compensated (paid)
employment.

s That women ought to have equal opportunities,
privilege, and securities with men
for rendering (making) themselves pecuniarily
(financially) independent.

« That women ought to have equal legal and
political rights, franchises, and advantages
with men. (Procesdings)

Mrs. Price's speech reminded men how their abuse of
power throughout history has

"degraded his equal companion -
the mother who bore him -
the playmate of his childhood -
the daughter of his love.” [Proceadings)

Oh, | hope the newspapers deliver her message widely—
and accurately!

12  Burbank Educators

5 i
| was also especially’
pleased to hear Emestine @
Rose of New York who .
worked with Mrs. Davis
and Mrs. Stanton to gain
New York women the right &
to retain their own property &8
after marriage. #

Known as the
"gueen of the platform,”
she observed. ..

"When men and women
are trained

as human belngs,
without regard to sex,
in achools,

in academies, in Church and in State,

when their education and thoughts become

more spiritual and less animal, then we shall not suffer
this inequality any longer.

The sphere of woman, oh, how limited!

When woman suffers and man suffers--

they must both suffer from this inequality.

What we most want is this —

Courtesy Schiesinger Library
Radcliff Collage

mination MEVE u
the rights of humanity.” {NY Herald 10/25)

Mr. Rawson and myself insist that our children-
Henry, Abby and Davis-and Sarah all attend school,
Knowledge is the key to the door of opportunity!

(Worcester County has more public schools and children attending
than any other Massachusetts County according to the Census, s
high school, the Classical and English High School, was coeducational
and racially Inbegrated by 1848, Abby Rawson allended this school
after she passed the entrance exam at 18.)
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6 Worcester's pioneer
female lecturer and
recognized radical
thinker, Abby Kelley
Foster, caused a great
stir when she brought
up the Iidea that
newspapers called the
“cut throat theory."

“I do not talk
of woman's rights, . s
but of human rights, &
the rights of human /%%
beings. | do not come sk
to ask [for] them,
but to demand them;
not to get down on my knees and beg for them, but to
claim them. 'Sauce for the goose is sauce for the
gander.' We have our rights, and the right to revolt, as
did our fathers against King George the Third--the right
to rise up and cut the tyrants' throats. On this subject |
scorn to talk like a woman. We must give them the
truth, and not twaddle. We must not be mealy mouthed
with our tyrants in broadcloth and tight clothes."
(NY Herald 10/25)
(Admonish audience if anyone claps. These were shocking words!)
Lucretia Mott rightly “feared [Abby] would be construed
to favor the use of violence and bloodshed as one of
the means of obtaining [woman's] rights.”  (NYDT10:25)

Courtesy WWHP web site

And that's just what Mr. Bennett's New York Herald used
against us! | think | prefer Mrs. Mott's position that
“non-resistance is the strongest kind of resistance.
(NYDT 10226) Ours will be a bloodless revolution!

In the same speech Abby's remarks were met with
applause as she suggested, "a woman was just as woell
qualified to be President as a man." (NYH 10/25)

14 Burbank Educators

This is why the proper opportunity for an equal education is
so important. Of course, here in Worcester we are used to
Abby's outspoken views. It was she who inspired and
mentored Lucy Stone to use her college education (one of
the first women to achieve a degree in Massachusetts) to0 make the
world a better place by lecturing for blacks and women.

7 At the end of the first day, Mrs. Rose summed up
what our life is like in this century.

"“Two positions we have assigned to woman. Either to
play the puppet in the parlor, or the drudge in the
kitchen. And till all these old prejudices,
and restrictions, and this whole system of woman's
slavery from beginning to end, [are] done away with,
and not till then, [will] man and woman be brought to a
happy state of existence."” (NY Herald 10/25)

8 That same afternoon William Lloyd Garrison added
his thoughts on the convention. His paper The Liberator
has often been the sole voice for equality in America since
1831.

He said,

"I cannot] but feel
how much we [have] lost --
how much [has] been
lost to the world of
the eloquence, the wisdom
and the power of Woman
by the deprivation
of her rights.

What eloquence,
what burning words
we [have] listened to
at this Convention

from the lips
of Woman." _
(NY Daily Tribune 10/26) m :menean
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One of those new voices
was Sojourner Truth, a
freed Mew York slave.
Her first major speech on
woman's rights received
gaveral bursts of
applause and praise.
Even the unsympathetic
papers who camed her
speach failed to totally
capture her unique way

of speaking.

"It [is] not fair to let
woman suffer because
she ate the apple,
and to say that she was  Courtesy American Anliquarian Sociely
the weaker vessel,

and turned the world upside down accordingly.

If she had really done so, what should hinder her
to turn it back again?

Neothing but the intolerance of man!

Knock down that, and all [will] come right;

that [is] a plain truth...

it [is] wonderful how things [have come] round. Slaves
used to do all the [scrubbing] in New England, and
they complained of the hard work; they were
emancipated and the hard work fell on the wives and
daughters of New England, and they [have] begun to
complain. The men, seeing that they [have] got into a
fix, [are], too, beginning to squirm and complain; and
improvement in the condition of their wives and
daughters [will] have to come before their complaints
[will] have cause to be at an end; and all this arose out

of the abolition of slavery [in the north].”
(Boston Daily Mail 10/25)

pplGUAxEE JTRLUTA.

Il fresdepiad P Spedred ek’ wanadn:
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Sojourner certainly reminded us how the abolition of slavery
and woman's rights are linked, but | know some are
unhappy that the issue of race had been included in the
proceedings, especially when the resolution for suffrage
and “Equality before the law without distinction of sex
or color” was passed! \What would the women of the
South think now?  (see Swissheim-Parker debate on WWHP site)

Have you bought a copy of Miss Truth's life narrative? It
was just published in Aprl and only costs a quarter.
(Painter, 111) 1 am proud of her initiative, not only to gain
her freedom, but to find this way to raise money to pay off
the mortgage on her new home.

10 Just befare the
evening session adjourned
at a oquarter past ten,
Mr. Stephen S. Foster joined
his wife in a spirited dialogue
to much laughter,

“There was a lady of
seventy years old at dinner
to-day, who said when she

came to the word

‘obey’ [in her marriage

vows],...dropped

her husband’s hand,

[Mlany women who [de] not

appear so, [are] friends of

this movement. [I] was

once lecturing on the
necessity of dissolving the Union, to get rid of the
curse of slavery, when a man who dared not openly
avow it, slipped a three dollar bill into [my] hand very
quietly. So there are women who dare not speak, who
will slip a three dollar bill to the advocate of woman's
rights, if they had a chance.” (MY Herald 10/25)

Courlesy Mancy Burkett
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11 A lady in the audience responded, “My friend says
that many a woman will slip a three dollar bill to the
advocate of her rights. She cannot do it for she cannot
get the three dollars, if she has a husband.” (NYH 10v25)

And Mr. Foster concurred. | suppose it is good we can
laugh at the wrong in the world. It is certainly useless to cry
and whine about the fact maried women cannot own or
control their money or propery in most states.

12 The second day more
speeches and letlers were
read before we voled to
accept eleven resolutions,
including the controversial
one on suffrage. Many wera
disappointed Elizabeth
Cady Stanton could not
attend because of the birth
of her fourth child.

Her letter brought her
persuasive thoughts to us,

"Some tell us that if
woman should interest
herself in political affairs,
it would destroy all
domestic harmony....
There is not true happiness where there s
subordination - no harmony without freedom....
We have many noble women in our land, free from all
domestic incumbrances [sic], who might grace a
Senate chamber, and for whose services the country
might gladly forego all the noise, bluster, and folly of
one-half the male dolts who now flourish there....
[The voice of woman is the] essential element wanting
in the political organization of our Republic.” (Procaedings)

Courlesy YWAWHP web sibe
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| hope the delegates will remain steadfast on the issue of
suffrage and will not withdraw their names as they did in
1848 on the "Declaration of Sentiments”. Times are
changing! MNow that the children are older, | find myself with
free afternoons after my household tasks are complete. |
no longer must weave my own cloth and there are new
inventions like Mr. Howe's sewing machine which is seven
times faster than hand sewing. More and more Women
may choose to free themselves of household drudgery by
hiring domestic help.

13 Harriot Hunt spoke forcibly for woman's rights in
the vocation of medicine based on her personal frustration.
After hearing that Elizabeth Blackwell had been admitied to
Geneva Medical College, she was dened permission
to attend lectures at the Harvard Medical College in 1847.
She was finally given permission a month after the
Convention, but male student prolests prevented her
attendance. Using medical analogies, she said,

"[We]...have been working
upon the outer skin,..
preventing a palsy in the
community; :
but still the heart, the ;
central point of circulation
has not been reached...
now, we nead

something internal,...

we demand...

equal freedom of
development,

equal advantages of
education, for both sexes.
We ask that

medical colleges may be
opened to MIND,

not to sex.” (Proceadings)

Courtesy Schiesinger Library
Radckff College
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14 Sadly, we did not
hear “silver tongued”
Lucy Stone until the last
evening. She was
recuperating from a bout
of typhoid fever, but
insisted upon seeing her
dream of a Nafional
Woman's Rights
Convention take place.
That night she held the
audience captive as she
urged that action begin
from “the triumphant
succesas” of the
Convention.

Caourtesy LOC wab ske LO-USSE2-258701 DLC

As the first woman fo speak in public about woman's rights
just three years earlier in Gardner, Massachusetis aimost to the
day), she had been frustrated by the lack of movement after
the "Declaration of Sentiments” was issued at Seneca Falls,
Mew York in July of 1848, In her speech she said,

"We want...to be something more than
the appendages of Society;

we want that Woman should be the
coequal and help-meet of Man in all the
interests, and perils
and enjoyments of human life.

We want that she should attain to the development
of her nature and womanhood;

we want that when she dies, it may not ba written
on her grave-stone that she was

the "relict" of somebody." (NY Daily Tribune 10/28)
{Look for local headstones using this word. )
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Ironically, a few weeks earlier she had met Henry Blackwell
in Ohio. He would court her over the next 5 years until their
unique marriage vows would establish a coequal
relationship. She would retain her maiden name and those
who followed her example would be called "Lucy Stoners.”

It was probably this speech Susan B. Anthony (aged 30), het
friend and later nemesis, credited for inspiring her to speak
put for woman's rights within the temperance movement.
Did it inspire you?

| hope what | saw in my lifetime will encourage you to
explore, using the new technology of your time to learn
more about this convention. It is your responsibility to
continue the dialogue we began into the next generation.

Have things changed for the better for women?
We certainly tried to do our best within the limited sphere of
our day.

{If time allows open debate on the 1850 resolutions in character.
If mot, students may wish to write a letter to an 1850 or contemporary
newspaper regarding cne
ar all of tha resolutions. )

Cender Burying Ground
Aburn, Massachusatts
Photo by Robert Bullerwell
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Author's notes:

This convention was inspiring and challenging to the
nation. The New York Herald, New York Daily Tribune and
many local papers debated whether the discussions and
demands were ridiculous or serious. William Lloyd
Garrison's words continued fo bum until the Civil War
disrupted the woman's movernent. The issue of suffrage
without distinction of sex or color would haunt the woman's
movement from this convention onward through the
Reconsfruction Amendments, the 18" Amendment, Civil
Rights Movement of the 1880s and into today.

My character evolved out of research at the Schlesinger
Library during a 19891 National Endowment for the
Humanities summer institute and as a 1997 Lila Wallace-
Readers’ Digest Teacher Fellow at tha American
Antiquarian  Society. Another wvaluable source of
information was Rawson's obituary found with the help of
the Index to Deaths to 1900 at the Worcester Public Library.
She is buried in Hope Cemetery.

At one performance her great-great-great granddaughter
connected me to the Rawson family genealogist in Texas!
Abigail Rawson is based on fact and fleshed out by what
we know of her times. | have not found any of her writings
ar her picture, yet,

The words spoken by the key players at the convention are
queotes found in primary and secondary sources of the day
on the WWHP web site. Unless taken from a letter, they
have been interpreted by a reporter or editor. This, in
essence, is what | have done to Abigail-edited her life--to
give us an idea of antebellum America.

Mow , it is up to each of us to move equality into reality.
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How does this presentation fit into the classroom?

On ihe following pages are the mabterials for a studeni-centered

research lesson, but the interactive play may be done by simply
handing out the parts and following the script.  Then, in character the
narrator could lead a discussion:

»What things surprised you about my day?
#Which speaker had the greatest personal impact on you?

#Did early feminists believe famales were betler than men?
Did they sea thelr fight as a “them™ against “us"” battla?

+Whose words were missing? LUnsupportive mean and women
+Who else attended? Anicinetie Brown of Oberlin, Ohio

#f you had lved In my time, would you have attended?
Why or why not?
Micdle of work week; large evening crowds, anger, disconient,
curiasity, meet a girl?

#Do you think these were the exact words spoken at the
Convention? How did the newspapers differ in point of view?
What did the speakers really say?

Ise primary source documents on WIWHP web site;

Compare newspapers,

s«\What resolution would each of these volces advocate most
strongly? See atiached lesson.

sHooks for curriculum?
Compromise of 1850, Constitution, economy, 20" century suffrage,
Science & Technology - Industrial and Transportation Revotution,
Health & Physical Education - Dr, William Alcoll's Gukdas lesson (@
wweny assumption. adufwiw,
Math - Census records @ fisher lib virginia. edw/census/

sHooks for kids?

SADD, behavior guides, rights loday, SAT prep, career choices,
fashion and etiquette diclales
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RESOLUTHNS OOF THE FIRST
MATHINAL WOMAN'S RIGHTS CONVENTION

The Business Comambtbes reported the following Preamble and Resobutions,

Wherens, The very cortrocted sphere of action prescribed for woman, arising from an
mnjust view of her nature, capacilics, and powers. and from ihe nfringement of ber just
rights ax an cqual with man, - is highly injursous 1o ber physical, msewiol, and mosal
development; therelione,

Resolved, That we will not ceaso our earnesd endeavors (o secume For her political, legal,
and socinl equality with mun, unkil her proper splsere B determined, by what alone
shoubd determsing i, her Powers and Capocities, strempthered and refimed by an
education in sccordarce with her nature,

Resolved, Thal every buman being of full age, and resident for a proper length of tins
on the soil of the nation, who is required 1o obey law, (8 ontilled 10 a voloe In fis
enpotments; that every such person, whise property or labor s iaxed for the suppornt of
govermiment, is entitled to o direct share in such governiment. Thenelore,

Resolved, That women are clearly entitled 1o the right of suffrage, and 1o be considered
eligible to affice; the omixsion o demand wivich, on ber part. is o palpshle recreancy io
duty; and the dendinl of which i o gross usurpation, o the part of mds, B longer 1o be
ersbared; and that every parly which claims fo represent the humanity, giviliztion, and
progress of the age, {5 bourd i inseribe on its banners, Equality before the lnw, without
distinction of sex or color.

Resolved, Thal political rights scknowledge no sex, ond thercfore the word "male”
shaouilbd ke stmicken from every State Constitution.

Resolved, Thal ihe laws of prapeny, as aflecting marvied pariies, demnand n thomagh
revisal, 5o that &l rights may be equal between them; - that ibe wife may bave, during
lilie, sn equal cantral aver the property gained by their malies] 0l and sacrifices, be hedr
to her hashand precisely to the  extent thal he 18 heir bo her, and entitled, at her death, to
dispase by will of the same share of the joint properly & he is

Besobved, Thai as women alone can leam by experience, and prove by works, whal is
iheir rightfial sphere of duiy, we recommend, =3 mext sveps, that they should densarnd and
SeCUn:

. Edueaption in primary and high schools, universitics, medical, kegnl, and
theodopical institutions, as comprelsensive and exact a8 their ahilities propt
them 1o seck, amid their capabilities fit them 1o receive;

2. Partmership In the lsbors, gains, risks, and remumerdions of productive
imdisstry, with such linsits cnly ns are nssigned by tasie, intuitive judgment, o
thielr mensre of spiritasl and physicsl vigar, os lested by experiment;.

1 A co-pgual share in U Formmtion sod sdnednistration of law, Munjelpal,

Stae, and Mational, shrough legislaiive sssemblies, cours, and execubive
offices;
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4. Huch unicns as may become the gunrdis -ul‘p-u:. Is snd honomble
anners - @ figh court af appeal in cases of outrage which coneet be and are
not touched by civil or eccleslastical organizalions, as & present existing, and
a medivm For expressing the highest views of justice dictated by human
conscicnos and sanctioned by Haly Inspintion,

Resalved, That & Central Commitiee be appoineed by this Convention, empowered (o
enlarge thesr mumberss on (1) Education; (2] Industrial Avocastions; (3} f:ulwi and
Pulitical Rights and Regalations, {4) Soclal Relations; whe shall sormespand with cach
aitber and with ihe Cemiral Commitiee, bobd mestings in their respective neighborhoods,
gilher statistics, fcts, snd illustrations, mise funds for parposes of publication; and
through the press, irmcts, hooks, aed the living agent, guide public opinico upward arwl
amwird in the grmnd sacisl refoma of establishing woman's co-sovereignty wilh e,

Resalved, Thui ibe Central Committes be suthorized 1o eall other Conventions, # such
Eimes and places as they shall see 05 and that they hohd office wntil the nex anual
Convembon.

Resotved, That since the of honorable and uschul employment, in ofer life, for
the Facultics we are labaring to discipline, is the keenest simuldus to Ddelity in the wse
of cducational sdvaminges, and since the best education is what we give oursclves in fhe
struggles, employments, and discipline of life; therefore, it is impesgible that womsn
slyould make fiall use of the instruction already accorded g her, o that her carser shaubd
do justice to her faculiics, umill the svenses 1o ithe various civil and profissional
empboyments are thrwn apen 1o srouss her ambition snd cabl forth all bor natarc,

Resobved, Thal cvery cffort to educale woman, uniil you accord 1o her rights, and
prouse her eomschence by the weight of her responsibifitis, is futide, and & waste of
lishearr.

Resolved, That the cause we are mel (0 advocale, - the claim for woman of all her
natural sl civil rights, - bids us mlhmilmnnﬁ-wﬂﬂm_wmmaln
Soath, the most grossly wrenged and foully outraged of all wonsen; and in every effon
for an imnprovement in our civilization, we will bear in our heant of hearts the memary
off the trampled womanhood of the plantation, and it ne effort i radse it o 2 share in
the cights we claim for ourselves,

As reporied in the Proceedings

Interdisciplinary English activities:
®  Crente & 19h conlury ghossary containing word definitions for the unfamiliar
wards. Aszign by resclution or di dlife st

#®  Upderling the swhieet and predicate of each resoluation with their mos necessary
iwodiflers in ander b fnd ilse main idea of éach resslution,

® Wit @ resolution visa might sdd iF this convention was held wday.
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Which 1850 Resolutions do you support?
{abridged by Karen Board Moran)

Whereas, The very contracted sphere of actlon prescribed for
waoman, - arising from an unjust view of her nature, capacities, and
powers, and from the infringement of her just rights as an equal with
man, =& highly injurious to her physical, mental, and moral
development; therefore,...

1) We will not cease until her proper sphere is determined by her
powers and capacities, strengthened and refined by an education in
accardance with her nature.

2} Every human who & required to cbey law and whose properiy or
labor is taxed to support government k& entitled to a volce In
government.

3) Women are clearly entitled to the right of suffrage and Equality
before the law without distinction of sex or color,

4) The word ‘Male' should be stricken from every State constitution.
5) There should be agual property laws.
&) The next ateps should be:

comprehensive education,

partnership in aqual employmeant,

& co-equal share in government,

a high court of appeal in cases of oufrage.

71 A Central Commiites should be appointed to hold meelings,
comespond, gather infarmation, raise funds and guide public opinion to
co-sovereigniy with man,

B) The Central Committes should be authorized to ecall other
mestings.

8 It Is impossible to use one's education untl there is equal
economic opportunity.

10) Education is futile until woman has all rights.

11) We will omit no effort 1o raise claim for a share in these rights for
the million and a half of elave women, too.
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How far have we come? What should our next steps be?
m-mmumnmmhmmm-wmdmw:
rights. Here ara some results, listed by resolution:

1) 1996 U5, women's spectacular succass in the Summer Diympics

(19 gold medals, 10 silver, 9 bronaze) is the result of large numbers
of girls and women aciive in spors since the passage of Titlke DU

1887 Elsborating on Tithe K¢, fhe Supreme Court rules that college
alhlelics programs must actvely imolve roughly agual rumbers of
rrven aind wornisn bo qualify for federal support.

2000 Fﬁnﬂmmﬂmmrdhmmmmmm.

(Worcester Telagram & Gazetle,

18 July 1806}
2) 18687 Madeseine Alvight |s appointed Sacretary of State lo become the
highesi-ranking female official in L5, higbory.

1889 There are only @ females out of 100 Senators, 56 females out of 435
Represantalives and 3 females out of 50 Governors. This Is only
12.1% of federal lagislators, Only 22.5% of the stale legislabors are
female.

2000 Maw Hampshire becomes the 48" state to rame a waman to e
slate suprema court. There are only 2 famales oul of 8 U. 5.
Supreme Count Justices

) 1870 Mmmwmmwm-wnmﬂmﬂfiﬂhm
1920 Women gain fhe right 1o wote with the ratification of 158h Amandmant,
168687 L-mﬂmnmmmrwmﬂmhﬂkﬂmlnm

since 1924,

4) 2000 Soma states sl include 'mabe’ in their constitutions.

) 1989 Bureau of Labor Stalislics reports women eam TE.5 cents on the
dallar compared 1o men.
Although women pey 38% of all Seelal Securily payroll 1axes, they
gat 53% of benefits, Even with Social Securlty banefits, the poverty
rmmmmnmm.wwmwmm
women iLis 27%.  (Wercester Telegram & Gazetta, 8 Apl 1669)
i Ihrﬂ.urF-rEqﬂgrDIy.nMEMdﬂlmnmmgmmﬁ
Mmmmmmmnmwhﬂan.
T 9 May 2000)
Working Woman magazine reports women CEQ's in adverlising,
fesnale physicists and female occupational therapists eaarm on
avesage more than their male colleagues.
(Worgester Talagram & Gazette, 3 July 2000)

10) 1998 According lo Calalysi, a NY woman's advocacy Qroup, Women make
up 11.8% of comparate officers in America's langest corporalions.

, 24 April 2000)

2000 Hall of all lawyers are women while only 13% are law office parnars.

iWercestar Telegram & Gazetie. 3 July 2000)

11) 1885 Slavery ends with the passage of the 1h Amendment.
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Teacher as Director/Narrator/iCoach Notes

Revisiting the first National Woman's Rights Convention provides
a more three-dimensional view for students than traditional units.
The exercise encourages active research, writing, public
speaking and thinking skills while connecting the past to their
present lives. This alternalive assessment measures a more
complex learning behavior. Individual and group differences do
not interfare with what is being measurad. Students show their
knowledge, understanding and skills orally and in writing. The
hands-on preparation requires teamwork and  individual
decision-making that encourages each student to parform at their
personal best.

Block schaduling or a double class period provides time to read
the script as drama and time to open floor debate to discuss the
resolutions. Two consecutive class periods would also work, but
costuming is difficult over two days. My students used two single
class pariods for research and compilation of data. The rest of
the work was done as homework. Studentis found it helpful to
have bath the abridged and complete versions of the resolutions
to prepare for debate and their Letter to the Edidor. The first
homework assignment before beginning research should be
background textbook research on antebellum reform movements.

My students found it helpful to work as pariners, especially in an
inclusion classroom. Some partners took on the persona of the
spouses who did not sign in as members of the convention:
Paulina & Thomas Davis Lucretia & James Mott
Abby & Edmund Price Emestine & William Rosa
William & Helen Garrison Elizabeth & Henry Stanton

With minor wording changes, thesepartners may both have a
chance to stand to spaak:
Lucretia Mal—3 & comments within excerpt &
Abby Price-4 & sacond part of excerpt 4
Abby Kelley Foster—6 & second part of excerpt 6
Ernestine Rose~5& 7
Stephen Foster-10 & Lady in the audience- 11
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Every student could be assigned a character who attended, but
do not have speaking parts in this script.

Other attendees or letter writers whose biographical information

can easily be found:
Antoinetie Brown Rev. Samuel May, Jr,
Charlas Burleigh Clarina Howard Nichols
William H. Channing Wendell Phillips
Orson Squire Fowler Parker Pillsbury
Rev. 5. J. May Gemit Smith
Sarah Tyndale

Others who signed call, but did not sign in as members of the
convention whose biographical information can easily be found:
Ralph Waldo Emerson Sarah Pugh

Lydia Folger Fowlar Elizabeth Smith Miler
Mary Grew Jana G. Swisshaim
Jane Elizabeth Jones

39398948

Student-centered learning can also be lsunched from this
presentation with research into post Civil War social reform
movements or the other social reform mowvements connected to
the woman's rights. Students should be encouraged to explore
the leaders and their backgrounds, their proposed solutione and
methods, their success and what forces affecled their efforts.
Information can be deliverad orally, as a poster, songfrap or any
method thal helps the audience better understand. Students
could wrile letters to the editors of the various newspapers in
response 1o particular articles. Emerson’s “Self Reliance” is also
a good connective lasson,

To introduce the Seneca Falls Convenfion, | recommend
purchasing the “Dreams of Equality” video from the Women's
Righis Mational Historical Park, P.O. Box 70, Seneca Falls, NY
13148 www.nps.gowviwori or (315) 568-2991

Without "a vigitor from the past” students could do a web quest

using the Proceedings of the 1850 Convention and

newspapers found at  www. assumption edutwhw or
HAPPY SLEUTHING!
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Mairig: Charaches

Pyt

REVISITING THE FIRST NATIONAL WOMAN'S RIGHTS CONVENTION

This simulstion counts &s an alternative assessmant grade,
BONUS: Develop a mid-ninslesnth cenlury costurme by looking at the perod
pictures.

Begin your preparation in the library to gather at least 3 sources of information
to discover mare aboul your assigned character. Keep a page for egch of thase
five topics in your nodebook to share wilh your pariner

1) Vital statistics:
Date of birth Place of birth Paranks
Spouse Dater of marrage Children
Date of death Age al death Place of death  Burial localion

) Personal and educational background perinent 1o this person’s life as 8
reformer. List of least 5 imporiant facls about education, work or personal
life.

3  Opinions of this person aboul their soclaty in anfebellum America on lopics
such &6 wornan's rights (find at laasl 3 concems), slavary, lemperance
Did this person atlend the first woman's rights convenlion in 1848 in
Senaca Falle, NY7 Chack Bt al wiww.nps, gowwor.
What role did this person play at the first National Woman's Rights
Commntion in 1850 in Warceslar? Check Proceedings for list of
commities members &t W WOTSHS[arwOmEn com ar

W AEsUmpEon sdutyte
Ara they quoted in any nevspaper af ihose wab slles?
4} Life and accomplishments after 1850

%) BibBography cited correcily: A B Ci:Ca, D.
{Author. Book fitls. City: Company, copyright Dale. )

[ e F o LTRURTE |

werlion will be ravisdad dunng Mock schedig Gy

You will be given a brief speech excarpt to read and than must be ready o
speak lo the resolulions as your characier. Youwr pariner may play the part of
your spouse or ba a duplcate of your cheracter, bul you both muat stend and
speak during the play or debete. To prepane, read the resolulions carefully fram

yaur charecter's point of view. Have these goals been achisved?

Following the convenlion, you will write a Leiler o the Edélor persuading
readers of an 1850 newspaper o support your posiion on one or more of the
resolutions, The bether rmust be tumed in by your next class period.

BONUS: Write a Letter fo Edilor to persuade readers of one of loday's
newapaper's 10 support a nelorm you feel is siill needed in our society.
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REVISITING THE FIRST NATIOMAL WOMAN'S RIGHTS CONVENTION
ASSESSMENT RUBRIC

Final product due

Ressarch time:
Oin fask and quielly supporling partnes 10 mdividual points
Wrile a parageaph in suppo of the

el socurate sounce you found 10 individual poinls
Team Preparation:
On lask and eflective feanmwork
o complete information sheet 10 partner points
3 sources comeclly cibed 10 individual poinits
Coneendion Simulation:
Presentatan of your character 10 parinar poins
Teamwork during discussion 20 indhvidual poinis
BONLUS: 18" century costuming 10 individual points
Itesalution Essay:
Wiite an 1850 Letier to the Editor 30 individual points

BOMNUS: Letter 1o today's newspapar 10 individual points
= ftyped or neally written in ink
=+ cormect business letier fonmat
=  multi-paragraphad with infrodusction,
supporied with evidence and examples,
followed by a conclusion
spalling and grammar costa 1 point per emor

4

PERSOMAL TOTAL ASSESSMENT GRADE
TEACHER'S TOTAL ASSESSMENT GRADE

- —

Hame Partner Characier
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BIOGRAPHICAL SUTPLEMENT Abby Hills Price

mmm-ulmmmmm“mmdnm
G ea iy o L IS < e i i 1L

Abigail Hills Price was bom July 18,1814 In Franklin, CT.
She died May 4, 1873 of apoplexy at Red Buank, M.,
She married Edmund Price, who was bom on March 1, 1808,
Children:
1. Arthur W, Price was bom January 23, 1840 in Willimantic, CT,
He bacame an snginear in fhe LS. Navy
2. Helen C. Price was bom May 18, 1841 in Willimaniic, CT.
3. Emily W. Price was bom In Hopadale, A,
4. Henwy Edmund Price was bam Apeil 2, 1850 in Hopedals | BA and
died May 2, 1852,

“Mr, Price was by irade a haller. He was a very honesl, indusirioues,

community's secrelary,
dominance of major offices in the 1840s. Some unspecified “family cares’ led
her o withdraw temporarlly from Hopedale, bul by 1848 she had retumead and
wag alacied r of the newly formed Beneficant Society. .. The

regolutions slong..." tha nes of her speach.

“In an address given al Hopadale in 1852, she said that ‘here woman
has no restrictions imposed bacause she is @ woman, but has a fair chance of
baing all she is capable of doing.' Bul she also noled that equal righls had
increased the burdens of wormen with homes and famidies; she hersell had four
childran. To liberade woman from the tWranny of washing and ironing,
{herefore, the community should provide 8 ‘combined household. Whers she
mumymﬁmuummmnmammmmm

“The made leadership &l Hopedale postponed indefinitedy the plan for a
cosmibingd howselvold, bul in theory ol lesst, it supporied greater nppmlur-lh-
for womaen, Lucy Stone, m'ﬁmmwumﬂmw Was well
raceived when she gave two lectures on woman' rights &l Hopedale in lala
1851. Two years laler Willlam Henry Fish applauded both tha ordination of a
female minisier and the publication of a feminist newspaper. Although [Adin]
Ballow's nonresistanca principles. lefl him with ke entlwsiasm foe the waman's
suffrage movemen!, he did open the pages of The Prectical Christian o s
aivoabas, pwlﬂhuﬁhh:.-ﬁhﬂm-mmmu&mmumnuf
mmdmlmummmmhmmm

Edwand K., Spann, H o From B 1

{Gun-tum-l mathmqum 1mmm?1

“Hoarky all thal we know about the Hopedale Community (1841-1868)
is writhen through the eyes of Adin Ballou, iis founder, planner, Ihedlogian,
President, and historian. ... Balou referred to [Abby Price]- as 'a sor of post-
ummmcnrmm. | found mone than siddy poems, several aricles,

mmymmu'NMubbudlmndmm {praface)

“Abby's wiilings glve us an inliguing pichwe of a highly imelligant,
educated woman, abschstely commitied lo Practical Chrighian Sodallsm. The
wrilings ihal we have coniain a strong bul warm and loving religious fiavor. Har
wriling i3 replate with Biblical allusion and metaphor which she applies to the
reforn movements with encrmous skill. Theay show us a8 woman whose
thouwghts ware developing ower the years, and whose parsanal commiiment fo
reform bagan lo focus on woman's rights by the early 1850, And they show us
& woman within the courage lo speak before a national convention, crilicizing
the large sociely in which she found herself; a woman whose courage falled
when it came bo wearing ‘the newflangled Bloomer costume in public’ and &
mnﬂwﬂnwWHMMﬁnmmmﬁwﬂMﬁnm

ultimabely lsading to her mmwm.‘ (L]

“Abby Price along with her fellows al Hopedale was strongly anti-war
[Medcan Warl, glving many of her anfi-slavery willing a rich, sweel-sour
mixdurg of hope thal slavery would end wihout war, that God and love would
somehow pul an end to the evil of slavery.” (12)

“There was a parlicular chaln of events that led ko the deparure of
Aby and her family from Hopedale, Adin Ballou refers fo these events & ‘A
Free Love Episode’ {in nis Higtory of Hopedake]. He mendicns no namee. Bul
upon hearng @ rumon, Sam'l W, \Whesler of Providence wrote fo Abby Price as
follawes: '/ is reponied that you, with o or thres others, (Henry Fish s named

Lowe' principle What is il? what does it mean?...You cannod imagine my

feelings. Seldom, If ever, has my spifl been iroubled as it 8 now. Do wiile

immedkately.’ To his credi, Adin Ballou published this letier and Abby's raply in
The Prochical Chrisban, [July 2, 1853]" {22)

Susan G Laklar, 'Tthulﬁ;r Polkics, and Prophecy of Abby Hils Prica”

(unpublished paper for Andmsar Mewion Theological Schaal, 106E).
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SOURCE NOTES
Speach excarpts are all from 1850 and found on the WWHP Web site:
Proceadings
Boston Dally Chronotype (BDC) Boston Daily Mail (BDM)
Mew York Dally Tribune (NYDT)  Mew York Herald (NYH)
And tha 1850 Massachusells Cataract and Waterfall (C) at the AAS

PICTURE CREDITS
American Antiquarian Soclety [AAS)
185 Salisbury Street, Worcester, MA 01609 508-755-5221
Frederick Douglass Museum & Cultural Center
Wik, ggw. ongitreametiifdrindesijimi
Library of Congress (LOC) "Votes for Women™
icwebZ loc. gowammemdyiehtmltiuhame. html

Schiesinger Library G17-405-BE4T
Radciiffte College, Cambridge, MA 02138

Worcester Women's History Project (WWHP) S08-76T-16852
WA, WOTCBSIENWOMEN. COMm

1 Salem Square. Worcester, MA 01608
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WEE SITES FOR 1850 RESEARCH

1850 primary source

documants W WOTCRSIEMWOMan. com
19™ contury
women's history Wi assumption.eduiwhw

women's rights  hifpcloweb loc gowammemivfwhimbviwhome. bl
wwnr equalrightsamendmeant.org’
wwvy. rara, govieducation/teachingiwaorman/

Paulina Wright Davis www plarm.com/Her_Heritage. HTM

Frederick Douglass  weiw.nps. govifrdo
wwwr.ggw.orgifreenetfifdm/
Wi webcomm . comi-Bbright/sourcefdougla. himi
www phs. orgiwgbh AfricansinAmerica”

Abby Kelley Foster  www.cr.nps.gownr
woanir. plgrm comiHer_Heritage. HTM

William Lloyd Garrison

wwwr biography_comfpeaplehwigarrison. iimi
Lueratia Mott wiww glue.umd edu~cliswpBIOS!

WY QrEEtWOmEn. org

W plgem, comiHer_Heritage HTM
Emestine Rose wwnw. greatwomen.ong

whw inform. urnd eduEdResTopic
WomensStudies/ReadingRoomHistonyMvVote. himi

Elizabeth Cady Stanton
WWW. NS govwori
WwWw,greatwomen. org
Lucy Btone WWWLGREahWOmmEn. orng

www. pigrm.comiHer_Heritage HTM

Sojowrmnar Truth www sojournertruth.org
wownw . greatwarmen. ong
wearw plgrm. comiHer_Heritage HTM
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