A SAMPLING OF WAYS TO CONNECT TO
THE WOMEN OF WORCESTER'S BLACK COMMUNITY

Compiled by Karen Board Moran from Professor Janette T. Greenwood's student papers at Clark
University and ideas from Edna Spencer and Dr. Thomas Doughton. 3/22/98

Research notes: Census records may denote Native Americans and mulattos as black.
Local newspapers often carried obituaries and articles about these women.

4 Sixteen black Revolutionary War soldiers petitioned for plots along Summer Street.
Blacks (3.5% of 1800 population) interacted with whites and were accepted in the community.

¢ Black neighborhoods in 1900:  West side in John Street and Beaver Brook areas
East side bordered by Liberty, Elliot, Carroll, Palmer Streets and Eastern Avenue

4 Women were involved in antebelium mutual aid and antislavery work.
An unknown black girl successfully challenged city to attend Worcester Public Schools in 1846.

4 Women were involved in the Underground Railroad as fugitives and conductors.
Local known stops in Central MA are: Liberty Farm at 116 Mower Street, Worcester
John Drake House #21 and Emory Stearns Schoolhouse # 51 on Frankiin Street, Leominster
Asa Waters Mansion and Aunt Delia's Mansion on Elm Street, Millbury

¢ Women often took in boarders to support family, friends and sometimes runaway slaves.

4 Women were active members in their churches like the A.M.E. Zion (1848), Emmanuel Baptist
and John Street Baptist, as well as some of the predominantly white churches.

¢ Most women were in service jobs: hairdressers, seamstresses, uphoilsterers, interior decorators,
waitresses, laundresses, domestic help with a few in professional jobs as teachers and
stenographers by 1900.

+ Women tried to end discrimination and segregation based on race, gender, class or age through
organizations. These groups were members of the Northeastern Federation of Colored
Women's Clubs and hosted the annual convention in August 1904 at the YMCA which passed
resolutions against lynching and separate railroad cars for blacks.

Women's Progressive Club (1896) with a home for the elderly and day nursery
Adah Chapter of the Eastern Star affiliated with the Black Masons (1891)
Lucy Stone Club (1900) on Liberty Street organized as an offshoot of WPC

by Luella Coshburn who came to Worcester from NY in 1889

¢ Atthe tum of the century, club membership acted as a conveyor of position rather than a
reflection of it. Status and prestige were eamed through community involvement. Members
represented the entire spectrum of the black community. Less than 25% owned their own
homes. About half were "outsiders” who were born in the South. Between these organizations
there was at least one community event a week.
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First three women are found in American Antiquarian Society Brown Collection:
Alice Moore Brown Bush (1793-1866) Helped move her boys to Worcester to become
economically established. Bomn in Boston.

Martha Ann Tulip Lewis Brown (1818-1889) Native American seamstress who married William
Brown on August 1, 1850. Ran upholstery business and considered middle class. Church woman
and social activist who lived on Palmer Street. Born in Harvard. Picture in Nick Salvatore's We All
Got History: The Memory Books of Amos Webber (1996).

Emma B. Griffin Brown (1869-1961) Bomn in Georgia. interior decorator with husband Charles F.
Brown. Artist for Whitney Valentines, entertained Langston Hughes and in black women's clubs.

Mrs. Joseph Bosley Lived at 86 Union Street with husband who served in 54™ MASS CO B.



Corrine E. Bostic  Author involved with Black Liberation Movement and YWCA. Clark graduate.
Josephine Bowman Ran a wig shop in the 1870s.

Annie Bryant, Jane Collins, Ella Edward, Jennie Johnston were laundresses working out of their
homes and members of the Women's Progressive Ciub.

Jennie Cora Clough Busby (January 1, 1985-May 11,1928) First biack to attend Worcester Normal

School (graduated 1878) and teach in Worcester Public Schools {(began with 1% grade at Thomas
Street Primary School in 1881.) Husband George A. Busby was the first black city councilman in

1903. Picture in Alfred Roe's Worcester Classical and English High School (1892)

Anna Clough Entrepreneur as hairdresser for whites. Father Francis A Clough was one of first
black barbers to mostly white clientele after coming to Worcester in 1835. Brother Benjamin Clough
was first black postman and sister Jennie was first black teacher in Worcester.

Alice Ford Community activist from 1960s.

Hepsibeth Bowman/Crosman Hemenway (1763-1847) Nipmuc bomn in Pakachoag Village.
Owned 2 acre "farm" on present day May Street with husband Jeffrey Hemenway who had served in
French and Indian War and Revolution. After his death, she supported herself by making wedding
cakes for prominent people. Portrait and information at Worcester Historical Museum.

Addie Jones Music teacher and member of the Women's Progressive Club.

Sarah Mason First matron of Home for the Colored at 10 Liberty Street run by Woman's
Progressive Club. For more information on WPC contact Stanley H. Gutridge.

Elizabeth Price First Black female elected to public office. Executive Director of Prospect House.
Lucy Rich Tailor on Front Street in 1840s. Father Peter Rich (died 1854 ) owning 9 properties.
Mary Tolson Dressmaker out of her home and member of the Women's Progressive Club.

Bethany (Aunt Betsy) Veney Came to Worcester in 1858 and was involved in war relief work
in Brookfield. See Veney's The Narrative of Bethany Veney, a Slave Woman (1889).

Arries (Aries, Arris or Iris?) Ann Ward (January 1,1862-1959) Ex-slave and mulatto bom in
Bear Creek, NC. Political activist who raised 18 children and was known as "Grandma" Ward.
Given key to the city January 1, 1957 and featured on NBC's "This Is Your Life" the following month.
A new playground at Great Brook Valiey Gardens was named for her.

Elizabeth Walker Did housework and was a member of the Women's Progressive Club.
Lizzie S. Webber (1829-1904) She and husband Amos Webber donated their house on

Liberty Street to the Women's Progress Club. Both are buried in Hope Cemetery. See Salvatore's
We All Got History: The Memory Books of Amos Webber (1996).

Sarah Ella Wilson (1873-Nov. 1, 1955) Bom in Worcester to freed slaves from NC who were
brought north by Lucy and Sarah Chase. Graduated from Worcester State Normal School in 1894.
Taught 49 years at Belmont Street School until 1944. Member of Women's Progress Club, Levana
Club for Teachers, Women's Service Club of YWCA, NAACP and Worcester inter-racial Council.
Portrait in Belmont Community School. See Corrine Bostic's Upward and Onward. (1974).

? Worcester woman who played George Jefferson's mother in the TV series "The Jefferson's"
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