FINDING WOMEN IN BUSINESS IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Created by Karen Board Moran
Auburn Middle School, Auburn, MA

Nantucket had a Petticoat Row and Worcester had Edna Smith Tyler, the first female
public stenographer and business school owner in Central Massachusetts.

African-American and immigrant women frequently helped support their families as
laundresses and dressmakers.
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Lesson objectives:

¢ Celebrate women's history everyday.

¢ Empower students to find female voices in their community.

¢ Promote student-centered research.

¢ Implement history as a positive change-agent in students' present and future world.

Worcester County women introduce U.S. Core Knowledge:

V. Expansion, Reform, and Economic Growth (1800 to 1861)
History Strand: Standards 1.2, 3,4, 6
Economic Strand: Standards 11,12,13,15

Vl.  The Advent of Modern America (1865 to 1920)
History Strand: Standards 1,2, 3,4, 6
Economic Strand: Standards 11,12,13,15

Method:

Works well as a cooperative group activity when each group analyzes a different
handout (one copy per student that they can highlight). Students find evidence of the
economic role of women played in the community and then share findings with class.

Discuss other primary source resources one might use to find the missing women's
voices in your community.

Sample City Directory Pages and Newspaper Ad Pages illustrate the types of materials
teachers can handout to students for almost any time period. The 1850 Worcester Daily
Spy and 1850 Worcester Almanac Directory were used to present connections to First
National Woman's Rights Convention. Both can be found at the American Antiquarian
Society and Worcester Public Library. One might also look for evidence in photos and
lithographs of the era under study.

Updated 3/7/98 for “Worcester Women Revived: A Classroom Resource Binder”
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