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1848 May 29 Wisconsin becomes a state after being a U. S. territory since 1836. 

                                   Previous Door County occupants are the Potawatomi people. [Holand,  

                                   History of Door County, Vol. I, 1993.] 

1855  April 27   George H. and Mary G. Wood buy government land -Lots 1 and 2,  
            Section15-32-28 (84.43 acres)-then sell it to Henry B. Stiles in 1856 in  

                        what would become Ellison Bay. 
 [Abstract of Title, Door County Abstract Company, Inc.1978.] 
 

1859 Sept. 15 John Eliason purchases most of the shoreline of Ellison Bay. 

1867 Aug. 1  John and Caroline Eliason sell 4.87 acres to Albert Cady and gradually  

              sell off different portions of the original purchase.  

 

[Hanson file, n.d.] 

The same photo in 

Zurawskiôs Liberty Grove 

book (p. 25) with this caption: 

View looking south on Garrett 

Bay Road from entrance of 

The clearing in Liberty Grove 

near Ellison Bay around 

1930.   

 

   Todayôs Wickman House can be seen on the left with the former Berch  

   Branch and Gills Rock stoneware at the end of Garrett Bay Road (top  

   right).  Courtesy of the Clearing.    

1901 March 23 Canadian Edmond Disjardin [spelling per abstract], while running a 

boarding house at the top of the hill (at location of todayôs Hillside) buys 

the hotel lot. 

1902   Ed óPeteô Disgarden [spelling per Zurawski, Liberty Grove, 2005.] builds 

the Ed Disgarden Hotel  and rents rooms for $.25/day or for $1/day with 

board. In 1904 the 

local teacher is 

lodged here.  There 

are several rooms 

on the first and 

second floors with a 

room or two in the 

third floor attic. Early 

visitors, arriving by 
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steam boats, came from NY, SD, IA, MO and even from London, UK. The 

north wall of the hotel is uniquely insulated by ñstovewoodò construction 

where similar lengths of wood are stacked horizontally like a woodpile, 

packed with mortar and then plastered over. [ñLooking Backò article 

perhaps from Door County Advocate about 1995.]   [photo Hanson file.] 

1903     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1906 

Entering 

Ellison Bay 

from south 

with church 

on left in 

background

. [Hanson 

file.] 

 

 

 

1907 

Charles Rukertôs Store (and Post 

Office from 1903-1915) and Ed 

Disgarden Hotel with ñHillsideò 

boarding house on left in distance. 

[Hanson file.] 
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1909 13 January The Menominee stage route, staked out a couple days before, opens to  

   Ellison Bay after ferries can no longer run because of ice. [ñ30 and 40  

   Years Agoò from The Advocate Files, 1949.] 

1910 on left [Hanson file.] 

1912 Andrew Hendrickson  & Elmer 

Disjardin by rural postal delivery sled. 

  [Hanson file.] 

1914  Jan. 21 Ed Disjardin buys more land and builds a southeast addition.  In 1915 his 
                       son Elmer becomes postmaster with post office at the hotel. [Hanson file.] 

     

 
 

          
 
 

1919  
Steam ships from Milwaukee and 
Chicago brought guests for a week, 
a month or the whole summer. 
[Hanson file.]   

 
Passenger bus photo from A Century 
in Godôs Country 1866-1966. 
Centennial Historical Committee.      
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During this era the hotel was important in the growing 
community.  Dr. G. R. Egeland held weekly consultations in 
his office at the hotel.  In the summer he came by his boat, 
the ñYours Trulyò and often brought hotel guests. [A 
Century in Godôs Country 1866-1966. Centennial Historical 
Committee.]    
 
This photo from the Hanson file possibly shows Ed (b. 
1851) and Line (b. 1878) Disgarden with their daughter 
Emma (b. 1875), known as a premier bread and pie baker. 
[Mrs. Lester Newman, ñEvansons Hit Golden Markò, 1960.] 
 

1924-6   When his parents retired, their son Elmer (1893-1968) and his wife Elma 
Olson (1899-1989) purchase the hotel and run it as the Hotel Disgarden . 

1927    Martin and Emma Disgarden Evanson run the hotel with the help of their 
three daughters and called it the Bay Beach Inn  for almost 20 years.  
ñFishing and Bathingò is slogan on letterhead citing room and board at 
$2.25/ day; $12/week.  One day while Martin was ice fishing in his ice 
shanty with Russ Hanson, husband of Virginia Kramer, Martin said he 
and Emma planned to sell the inn and they wondered if Russ knew of 
anyone who would be interested in buying it.  Russ spoke with his father-
in-law, a cheese maker with a farm outside Sister Bay.  In 1946, the 
Kramers sold their farm to their son and began a new career. [Hotel 
ledger excerpts below, Hanson file.] 
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1928  Feb. 1  Lewis R. Jones purchases land west of Disgarden Hotel lot to Ellison  
              Bay shoreline from the Ellison Bay Company. 

1936 June  John and Ada Carlson purchase the shore property. 

Late 1930s - 40s Dr. Uno Nymen has a dental office in one of the rooms overlooking the 
street. 

1945 Nov. 6  Joseph E. and Winifred A. Jungwirth  
                                    purchase some of shore property.                        

1946 February Melvin and Mabel Grasse Kramer buy 
the Bay Beach Inn and it becomes 
the Kramer Hotel  providing breakfast 
and dinner for their lodgers after the 
1950 dated Hanson file picture.  The 
following year they renovate the 
plumbing.   A juke- box is added in 
the restaurant in 1948.  In 1951 they 
add a lunch counter.   

 

 
 
 

 
1949 July 26  Carl Frederic and Elsa M. Hansen purchase the Carlson house and  
   shore property next to Charles and Ellen Rydin, Elsaôs parents (todayôs  
                                   Emmaôs Guest House).  Their son Bob remembers his father originating  
   the name ñNorrland ò in honor of his Danish and Norwegian heritage.   
 
 
1951    Spring  Carl builds two cottages from Paul Bunyan Cabin Kits (todayôs Sea  
   Shanty and Seafarerôs Rest). The Kramers build the shuffle board court  
   about the same year.  Fences indicate the lot line between the Hansen  
   and Kramer properties in the pictures below. (Hansen Family Archives) 
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Carl Hansen builds Seafarerôs Rest (L) and Sea Shanty (R) 

 

 
Nearing completion of Seafarerôs Rest (L) and Sea Shanty (R) 

 

        
 Sea Shanty next to lot line  Carl Hansenôs Chris Craft next to lot line 
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1952 Oct. 15  Melvin and Mabel Kramer purchase land west of Disgarden Hotel lot to  
             the shore of Ellison Bay. The first five housekeeping cottages were 
              named for their granddaughters: Kathy, Pam, Jeanne, Cheryl and Connie 
   (in order from the hotel.    They were all painted different colors, but later  
              were all painted brownish red.   They use their own timber and harvest   
              thousands of cedar logs to build long solid piers then fill them with rock  

and cap with cement.   [A 
Century in Godôs Country, 
1966.]  Some of the 
building crew were: Mel 
Kramer, Don Anderson (Verna 
Kramerôs husband), and Albert 
ñChiefò Hanson. [The August 
Johnson Russell Hanson 
Homestead, 1879-2002.] 
                                
Pictures courtesy of Verna 
Anderson. 

 

 

 

Early 1950s cottages L to R: Connie (Waterôs Edge), Cheryl (Mooring), Jeanne (Sea Gull) and Pam (Jib). 
Below: The Homestead (Snug Harbor & Captainôs Quarters) originally the garage and woodshed. 

   
 

1954   Fish boils are held from 1954-7 and smorgasbords from 1957-1967.  In 
1958 the kitchen is remodeled and dining room is enlarged with large 
windows facing the bay. [Hanson file.]  

1956 September      The Kramers purchase the Hansen 
                                    stone house and two cottages from  

 Mrs. John Heinz.  The original house  
             had been built by John Carlson (red 
             roofed white building in postcard page  
             7) where Carl and Elsa Hanson live (on  
             present day motel units 3-6 and parking  
             in front of them).                                      
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The lot line passed through the present 
parking lot to present wood pile and across 
in front of Virginia Board memorial garden.  
The Rydin property is sold to the 
Kleinschmidts. This purchase creates THE 
NORRLAND RESORT AND THE LODGE 
AT THE NORRLAND , shown in postcard 
to left.  
 
[House photo above from Anderson file.] 
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1958 Cottages are remodeled  

to add kitchens and Jeanne 
and Connie become three  
bedrooms.  The Honeymoon 
cottage is built. On left Mabel 
with granddaughter Pam 
Anderson and waitresses Sue 
Peterson and Nancy Ross. 
[Anderson file.] 

 

 

1960 With birth of granddaughter Vicki Lynn the Kramers build her namesake 
cottage (now the Eva Bliss). Lodge dining room below. [Anderson file.] 
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1962 Melvin creates the Lily or Fish Pond with bridge. The sidewalk continued 
on far side of the bridge.   Resort laundry starts being sent to a laundry. 
[Anderson file.]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1963     January 23 The Kramerôs home burns down and Mabel and Melvin build a six unit  
   motel with their own living quarters on the site in the center.  Don  
   Anderson is the builder. [Photo below was used as Kramerôs Christmas  
                                   card and the following are photos from Anderson file.] 
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