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FIRST NATIONAL WOMAN'S RIGHTS CONVENTION OVERVIEW
Compiled from Proceedings, New York Herald, New York Daily Tribune and materials at:
WWW.worcesterwomen.com

Two years after the first Woman's Rights Convention in Seneca Falls, a group of anti-slavery reformers
decided the time was right to call a national convention. Because of the "...upward tending spirit of the
age, busy with a hundred forms of effort..." this convention would consider the Rights, Duties, and
Relations of Women:
*Her EDUCATION: Literary, Scientific and Artistic
Her AVOCATIONS: Industrial, Commercial and Professional
Her INTERESTS: Pecuniary, Civil and Political, in a word--
Her RIGHTS as an Individual and her FUNCTIONS as a Citizen."

They sent out a call for signatures to see how much support there was. "The Men and, Women of our
country who feel sufficient interest in the subject, to give an earnest thought and effective effort to its
rightful adjustment, are invited to meet each other in free conference, at the time and place appointed.”
(Proceedings)

Eighty-nine signed the call from six states and the event was scheduled for October 23 and 24,
1850 at Brinley Hall in Worcester, MA.

Wednesday, October 23 was a sunny, Indian summer day in Worcester as people gathered from
around the nation in the upstairs room of Brinley Hall at 340 Main Street. Strains of "Oh Susanna" and
"Old Dan Tucker” could be heard from a hand organ on the street below.

There were no microphones as the Convention was called to order about 10:30 a.m. by

Sarah H. Earle, who had run successful anti-slavery fundraisers in this very room since 1848 and was
wife of the editor of the Massachusetts Spy. About 50 organizers had held a business meeting a half
an hour earlier and the crowd grew to 200-300.

Convention President Paulina Kellogg Wright Davis of Rl delivered her opening speech.

“It is one thing to issue a declaration of rights or a declaration of wrongs to the world, but quite another
thing wisely and happily to commend the subject to the world's acceptance, and so to secure the
desired reformation. Nature does not teach that men and women are unequal, but only unlike; ...so
naturally related and dependent that their respective differences by their balance... establish their
equality." (Proceedings)

Chair of Committee on Social Relations Lucretia Mott of PA encouraged all to "...speak with an
earnestness and severity of the truth...that should make the ears of man tingle for the degraded
position in which he has kept woman during so many ages, and especially under the influences of the
religion and teaching of the Son of God." (NYDT)

Business and Finance Committees were formed.

Letters were read from people around the country who were unable to attend including people from
states with no signed in delegates - lllinois, Indiana and Virginia.

By 2 p.m. the crowd had swelled to 500-800 and the organizers attempted to move the meeting to the
City Hall, but it was unavailable. The "row of 7-8 old women [sitting] on the platform" probably included
Davis (37 years old), Mott (57), Ernestine L. Rose (40), Abby H. Price (36), and Secretary Hannah M.
Darlington of PA. (Which one weighed 300 pounds according to NYH?)

”
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From the audience Abigail Kelley Foster said people could not hear and Mott once more quieted the

room leading the NYH to refer to her as "Generalisimo.”

Abby Price of Hopedale, MA opened with her address. "The natural rights of woman are co-equal with

those of man.... [E]ach of the sexes is equally necessary to the common happiness, and in one way or

another is equally capable, with fair.opportunity, of contributing to it....[W]e contend:

« That women ought to have equal opportunities with men for suitable and well compensated
employment.

¢ That women ought to have equal opportunities, privilege, and securities with men for rendering
themselves pecuniarily independent.

s That women ought to have equal legal and political rights, franchises, and advantages with men.

[Men have abused their power throughout history and have] degraded his equal companion - the

mother who bore him - the playmate of his childhood - the daughter of his love...."

Chair of Committee on Civil and Political Functions Rose of NY said, "When men and women are
trained as human beings, without regard to sex, in schools, in academies, in Church and in State, when
their education and thoughts become more spiritual and less animal, then we shall not suffer this
inequality any longer. The sphere of woman, oh, how limited! When woman suffers and man suffers--
they must both suffer from this inequality. What we most want is this --a determination never to give up
the rights of humanity.” (NYH)

Rose offered this resolution for the Business Committee, "Resolved, That we will not cease our eamest
endeavors to secure for her political, legal, and social equality with man, until her proper sphere is
determined, by what alone should determine it, her Powers and Capacities, strengthened and refined
by an education in accordance with her nature.”

Abby Foster caused a great stir with her call that women should even have "the right of cutting throats."
She also "urged that the work should be commenced by education both sexes together, and that all
distinction in society between man and woman should be abolished, and that a woman was just as well
qualified to be President as a man." (NYH)

Lucretia Mott did damage control for the "cut-throat theory" by saying, "non-resistance is the strongest
kind of resistance.” She also dealt with the apathetic. "We want to say...to our Sisters, who are still
indifferent and contented with their position 'O, thou slothful and slow of heart, rise up in the strength of
thy Womanhood, and Christ shall give thee light.” (NYDT)

By 7:30 p.m. the hall was crowded to excess as Convention Treasurer Wendell Phillips reported
resolutions:

"Resolved, That every human being of full age, and resident for a proper length of time on the soil of
the nation, who is required to obey law, is entitled to a voice in its enactments; that every such person,
whose property or labor is taxed for the support of government, is entitled to a direct share in such
govemment. Therefore,

Resolved, That women are clearly entitled to the right of suffrage, and to be considered eligible to
office; the omission to demand which, on her part, is a palpable recreancy to duty; and the denial of
which is a gross usurpation, on the part of man, no longer to be endured; and that every party which
claims to represent the humanity, civilization, and progress of the age, is bound to inscribe on its
banners, Equality before the law, without distinction of sex or color.

Resolved, That political rights acknowledge no sex, and therefore the word "male" should be stricken
from every State Constitution.

Resolved, That the laws of property, as affectiag married parties, demand a thorough revisal, so that all
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rights may be equal between them; - that the wife may have, during life, an equal control over the
property gained by their mutual toil and sacrifices, be heir to her husband precisely to the extent that he

?s heir to her, and entitled, at her death, to dispose by will of the same share of the joint property as he
is."

Rose argued, "Two positions we have assigned to woman. Either to play the puppet in the parior, or the
drudge in the kitchen. And till all these old prejudices, and restrictions, and this whole system of
woman's slavery from beginning to end, were done away with, and not till then, would man and woman
be brought to a happy state of existence." (NYH)

This was followed by discussion by Abby and Stephen S. Foster of Worcester until adjourning around
10:30.

Thursday, October 24 Began with a preconvention meeting at 8:30 a.m. on abolition of the gallows led
by William Lloyd Garrison.

Davis opened the meeting at 9:30 with a poem by A Woman of the Nineteenth Century.

Letters were read from people around the country who were unable to attend.
Mary A. W. Johnson of Salem, OH read a letter from Elizabeth Cady Stanton at home because of the
birth of her fourth child.

Convention Secretary Joseph Hathaway of Farmington, NY read a letter from Samuel H. May whose
cousin Rev. Samuel May, Jr. of Leicester was in the audience with his wife Sarah.

Wendell Phillips of Boston and Convention Vice President William H. Channing of Boston reported on
the resolutions:

"Resolved, That as women alone can learn by experience, and prove by works, what is their rightful
sphere of duty, we recommend, as next steps, that they should demand and secure

1. Education in primary and high schools, universities, medical, legal, and theological institutions, as
comprehensive and exact as their abilities prompt them to seek, and their capabilities fit them to
receive;

2. Partnership in the labors, gains, risks, and remunerations of productive industry, with such limits
only as are assigned by taste, intuitive judgment, or their measure of spiritual and physical vigor, as
tested by experiment;

3. A co-equal share in the formation and administration of law, Municipal, State, and National, through
legislative assemblies, courts, and executive offices;

4. Such unions as may become the guardians of pure morals and honorable manners - a high court of
appeal in cases of outrage which cannot be and are not touched by civil or ecclesiastical organizations,
as at present existing, and a medium for expressing the highest views of justice dictated by human
conscience and sanctioned by Holy Inspiration.

Resolved, That a Central Committee be appointed by this Convention, empowered to enlarge their
numbers: on (1) Education; (2) Industrial Avocations; (3) Civil and Political Rights and Regulations; (4)
Social Relations; who shall correspond with each other and with the Central Committee, hold meetings
in their respective neighborhoods, gather statistics, facts, and illustrations, raise funds for purposes of
publication; and through the press, tracts, books, and the living agent, guide public opinion upward and
onward in the grand social reform of establishing woman's co-sovereignty with man.

Resolved, That the Central Committee be authorized to call other Conventions, at such times and
places as they shall see fit; and that they hold office until the next annual Convention.”

Harriet K. Hunt of Boston urged reforms in medical education for women and recognized Maria
Mitchell's discovery of a comet as an example of women in science.
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Another series of resolutions then followed: "Resolved, That since the prospect of honorable and
useful employment, in after life, for the faculties we are laboring to discipline, is the keenest stimulus to
fidelity in the use of educational advantages, and since the best education is what we give ourselves in
the struggles, employments, and discipline of life; therefore, it is impossible that woman should make
full use of the instruction already accorded to her, or that her career should do justice to her faculties,
until the avenues to the various civil and professional employments are thrown open to arouse her
ambition and call forth all her nature.

Resolved, That every effort to educate woman, until you accord to her rights, and arouse her
conscience by the weight of her responsibilities, is futile, and a waste of labor.

Resolved, That the cause we are met to advocate, - the claim for woman of all her natural and civil
rights, - bids us remember the million and a half of slave women at the South, the most grossly
wronged and foully outraged of all women; and in every effort for an improvement in our civilization, we
will bear in our heart of hearts the memory of the trampled womanhood of the plantation, and omit no
effort to raise it to a share in the rights we claim for ourselves."

Mrs. C. A. K. Ball of Worcester spoke in reference to Charles C. Burleigh's comments the day before.
“It has been said, that a washer woman is entitled to as much compensation for her day's work as a
wood-sawyer. She supposed [in] the case of a wood-sawyer's wife, unable by sickness, ...[to care for
her children or do her own work,] would cost her husband all his wages to procure a woman to do her
work. How would the husband buy bread for his children?” (NYDT)

Antoinette Brown of Henrietta, NY had just finished college at Oberlin and took up the objections
drawn from the Bible against Woman's rights. (NYDT)

The afternoon began at 2 p.m.

Dr. William Andrus Alcott spoke about physical education of women.

Sojourner Truth said, "Goodness never had any beginning; it was from everlasting and could never
die. But Evil had a beginning, and must have an end." NYDT

Frederick Douglass said, "Let Woman take her rights, and then she shall be free." NYDT

Thursday evening the hall was packed with many standing. The Cenvention (the 267 who had signed
the register) unanimously passed the resolutions read by Channing.

Convention Vice President Sarah Tyndale of PA spoke on business capacities of women and Mott
stood to recognize Tyndale's work with prostitutes.

Dr. Martha H. Mowry of Providence spoke.

Lucy Stone (32), recovering from a bout with typhoid, urged that action begin from "the triumphant
success” of the Convention. "We want... to be something more than the appendages of Society; we
want that Woman should be the coequal and help-meet of Man in all the interests, and perils and
enjoyments of human life. We want that she should attain to the development of her nature and
womanhood; we want that when she dies, it may not be written on her grave-stone that she was the
"relict" of somebody." NYDT

On Friday the 18 member Central Committee met (missing about 5 of its members). It was decided that
no formal organization would be formed, but subcommittees would gather facts and guide public
opinion toward establishing "women's co-sovereignty with men." Davis was empowered to call another
convention. .



