The
Test of

Experiment

“Americans are a
practical people,
and the opinions of
men who have
practical experience
of women's voting
should carry weight.
They are the ones
whose views are
based on facts and
not on theory.”
Lyman Beecher Stowe.

FroMm REPORT oF UNITED STATES SENATE

CoMMITTEE ON WOMAN SUFFRAGE

“That the granting of the elective fran-
chise to women would add to the strength,
efficiency, justice, and fairness of govern-
ment, we have not the slightest doubt. That
the class of citizens described in the above
resolution (females) has abundantly de-
monstrated it is eminently worthy of pos-
sessing such a right, has never been suc-
cessfully contradicted.”

COLORADO

(GOVERNOR SHAFROTH

“Do women want equal suffrage ? Ask
the women of Colorado. Submit the ques-
tion to those who have tried it, and scarce
a corporal’s guard will be found to vote
aganst it.

“The fact that no legislator has ever in-
troduced in the General Assembly of Colo-
rado a bill to resubmit the question to the
people shows that there is no demand for
any change. In Colorado the principle of
equal rights for women is irrevocably de-
termined.

“Woman’s influence has heen felt most.
perhaps, in the character of nominations
made by each political party. Many men,
after denouncing a candidate as dishonest
and immoral before his nomination, support
him at the election because they believe that
they must have a consistent party record
in order to get subsequent recognition from
their party.”



“Deprive any class or nationality of men
of the elective franchise, and its detriment-
al effect would be felt immediately.

“If this franchise is so important to men,
why is it not equally important to women ?

“In Colorado 1 find no tendency in men
to omit the politeness and gallantry to wom-
an which she has always commanded.

“Statistics set at rest the claim that wom-
en will not vote. They show that in the
equal-suffrage State of Colorado about
twice as many votes are cast as in States
of equal population where man suffrage
only exists.”

U. S. SExaTorR THOMAS

“Woman's suffrage in Colorado is no
longer an experiment. It has been tried,
and it has risen in full measure to the ex-
pectation of those who were originally its
advocates.”

Junce BeEn B. Linpsey of the Denver Ju-
venile Court.

“Through the women have come in the
reforms in dealing with juvenile delinquen-
cy in which our State leads. But even if this
were not so, I should be just as much in fa-
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SIGNED STATEMENT By ProMINENT MEN.

“We, citizens of the State of Colorado,

desire, as lovers of truth and justice, to give

our testimony to the value of equal suf-
frage. We believe that the greatest good of
the home, the State, and the nation is ad-
vanced through the operation of equal suf-
frage, The evils predicted have not come
to pass. The benefits claimed for it have
been secured or are in progress of develop-
ment. A very large proportion of Colorado
-women have conscientiously accepted their
responsibilities as citizens.”—From state-
ment. issued in 1898, signed by the govern-
or, three ex-Governors, hoth United States
Senators, two ex-Senators, both members
of Congress, the Chief Justice, the two As-
sociate Justices of the Supreme Court, three
Judges of the Court of Appeals, four Judg-
es of the District Court, the Secretary of
State, the State Treasurer, the State Audi-
tor, the Attorney General, the Mayor of
Denver, the President of the State Univer-
sity, the President of Colorado College, and
the Presidents and Officers of numerous
Women’s Clubs.

CALIFORNIA

GoverNor HiraM JomNsonN

“T can remember when government was
an intangible thing; when one thought of
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vor of giving women the vote as 1 am to-
day. That she should have a right to share
in making the government under which she
lives is only justice. Why should we ex-
pect women to bring about the millenium
through their vote? Men haven’t. The
women split the ticket as men seldom do.
They vote on the character of the candi-
dates, not according to party. And I, for
one, think that’s a good thing to do.

“You can't put it too strong if you are
going to quote the way I feel about woman
suffrage. 1 believe in it with all my heart.
And I am certain that, in our State, it has
made possible greatly improved and ad-
vanced legislation.”

Mrs. HeELEN L. GRENFELL, Prison Com-
missioner and for three terms State
Supt. of Public Instruction.

“Instead of thinking less of their homes
after they were granted the ballot, women
began to consider them more carefully, and
sought to bring into these close corpora-
tions something of the scientific spirit of
the age. Chairs of domestic economy were
established in the State Agricultural Col-
lege and the State Normal School. Inter-
est in the old-fashioned womanly arts has
increased instead of diminishing.”
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it as some vague power. Women have done
more than change laws, they have made
of government a common, ordinary, use-
ful thing.

“With women has arisen a new philoso-

phy of government; a world-wide philoso-
phy which belongs to no party, no sect, no
sex. This new philosophy believes that the
government’s purpose is to make people
happier, to make them better; that the only
successful government is one which does
this.”

Governor Johnson says that the attain-

ment of the ballot by women has added to
the governmental function in California not
only a great “reservoir of moral energy,”
but also a progressive force. He points
out that women led the fight for the eight-
hour law, the immigration bill, the red-light
abatement bill, teachers’ and mothers’ pen-
sions, and workmen’s compensation.

U. S. Sexator WORKS
“Equal suffrage is a good thing. T be-

lieve in woman’'s enfranchisement and 1 be-
. : s . 5
lieve ultimately it will be universal.

oHN Francis NEYLAN
Chairman of the California State Board of
Control
“I am always convinced that they (re-
cent reforms) could never have been ac-
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complished in the incredibly short time of
three years if it had not been for the in-
fluence of women upon the political life
of California.”

CHIEF OF POLICE SEBASTIAN OF Los
ANGELES

“The extension of suffrage to woman has
resulted in a reduction of crime. That epit-
omizes a speech made by Chief of Police
Sebastian of Los Angeles before the Nat-
ional Association of Police Chiefs.”

—San Francisco Call

WASHINGTON
(GOVERNOR ERNEST LISTER

“I know of no one who was in favor of
granting this right who today opposes it,
and large numbers of those who were op-
posed to the amendment are now in favor
of it. The results in Washington have cer-
tainly indicated that the women of the
State assist rather than otherwise in public
affairs, by having the right to vote.”

U. S, SeNaToR MILES POINDEXTER

_ “There are just as many childen in Wash-
ington as there were before the women had

8

how it works in practice In an interview
in Buffalo he stated that the new commis-
sion form of government in Portland was
giving the city a most efficient administra-
fion, and that “the vote of the women was
largely responsible for bringing this about.”

U. S, SENATOR LANE

“Women vote in Oregon, and the last
city election in Portland was, I am told, de-
cided by the votes of the women. In my
family there are four persons—my wife,
two daughters and myself. They and I are
registered voters.

“Several arguments in favor of woman
suffrage have been presented here, but there
are many things not usually presented in re-
lation to this question which appeal to me.
I am by profession not a lawyer; I am a
physician; and probably 1 look naturally
upon this question from the standpoint of
a physician. As a matter of fact, it is not
true that men have greater physical endur-
ance than women. Women can stand and,
as a rule, do stand more pain than the bra-
vest and most courageous man is able to
endure.”

U. S. SENATOR CHAMBERLAIN

“It is a movement which is absolutely
certain of accomplishment because it is
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the vote. The women have just as much
time to give to their homes as 'before. None
of the dangers which have been predicted
by the anti-suffragists have materialized in
Washington.”

“This fight for woman suffrage is not be-
ing waged for the women who do not want
the ballot, but for those who do.”

U. S. SENnaTOR WESLEY JONES

“None of the prophecies of those who
were opposed to it have been fulfilled, and
practically all the hopes of those who were
in favor of it have been realized. What has
has come to pass in my State I believe will
come to pass in other States.”

Rev. CLARENCE TrRUE WiLsoN

“The manner in which the women of
Oregon and Washington have used the bal-
lot has taken all of the ‘thunder’ out of
my contention against equal suffrage.”

OREGON

The Right Reverend Charles Scadding
TrHE Bisuop oF OREGON

The Bishop of Oregon says that he has
been converted to equal suffrage by seeing
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right. There is no reason in the world why
the women.of this country should not be
permitted to exercise the right of suffrage.”

WYOMING
CHIEF JusTicE' CHARLES N. POTTER

“1 speak with absolute authority in re-
gard to my own State and I say that the
statement that woman suffrage destroys
home life is absolutely false. It has always
acted admirably in Wyoming, where women
vote relatively in the same proportion as
men. My wife and I voted side by side for
36 vears, and she is just as womanly, just
as ladylike as ever, and I am inclined to
think a little more so.

“I know absolutely that women purify
politics in Wyoming because I have been
in political life there for 30 years, and know
whereof I speak.”

GOVERNOR JorN M. CAREY

“After watching the operation of wom-
an’s suffrage for many vears in this State,
during which time woman has had equal
opportunities to vote and hold office, I say,
without hesitation, that she has exercised
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her privileges wisely and well. So satis-
factory has it been to the people of
Wyoming that I do not believe one per
cent. of the male population would vote to
deprive her of the political privileges she
enjoys. She votes and takes an interest in
public affairs.

“Our elections are quiet; we never have
any difficulty at the polls. Our public meet-
ings are as free from noise and confusion
as any public lecture or theatrical entertain-
ment. Whenever a woman appears in a pub-
lic place she is treated with profound re-
spect; when she approaches the polls the
men stand back, raise their hats, and give
her every opportunity to exercise her rights
and duties without confusion or inter-
ference.”

U. S. SENATOR CLARENCE D. CLARK

“We have had woman suffrage for forty
years. One of the very first acts of the Leg-
islative Assembly when Wyoming became
a Territory was to pass that law. It worked
with wonderfully good results while the
territorial form of government lasted, and
when Wyoming became a State was put
into the Constitution. So far as I am in-
formed, nobody who has the interest of the
State at heart has ever desired or suggested
a change.”
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pation in no-sense disqualifies them for their
household and other duties. Many of our
most prominent and cultured women have
taken a leading part in advocating reforms
which have been of the utmost value to the
people of our State.”

U. S. SEnator WiLLIAM E. BoraAH

“We have had woman suffrage in Idaho
for a number of years. I believe it has
been distinctly beneficial and the influence
exerted by woman suffrage while not as
great as is sometimes claimed, is, in so far
as it goes, entirely on the side of cleaner
politics and better government.

U. S. SExator James H. Braby
(Former (Governor)

“I do not think that exercise of elective
franchise by the women of Idaho has had
any effect upon the social or home life of
the people of the State except it be by reason
of better citizenship on account of purer po-
litical life. Politically the effect of woman

suffrage has Deen immeasurably uplifting
Better men have been in-
duced to become candidates for office, ad-

and beneficial.

ministration of governmental affairs has

been constantly placed in more honest
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U. S. SENATOR WARREN

“Wyoming has an enviable reputation as
a well-governed and progressive State. That
this is so, is due in part to woman’s vote.
It has always had a moral check on elec-
tions and legislation.

“Our women are intelligently active in
public affairs, but, withal, womanly and de-
voted to home and family as their sisters
in States where the privilege is not enjoy-
ed. In fact, there is nothing in our ex-
perience in Wyoming to warrant the opinion
that woman suffrage has been unwise, but,
on the contrary, it has elevated public mor-
als and has been a material factor in main-
taining the good local government we en-
joy.

“They fill adequately such public offices
as they are fitted for, and they have never
attempted to secure those for which they
are not fitted. The office of State Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction has now for
four years 'been admirably administered by
a woman. Many of the county superintend-
ents of schools, county clerks and treasurers
are women. They also hold a large num-
ber of clerkships.”

IDAHO
GoverNor T. M. HaINEes

“A large majority of women not only
vote but vote intelligently and their partici-
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hands, and the affairs of the commonwealth
have been benefited. lLaws have been pass-
ed of remedial and reformatory character,
and the beneficial results of woman suf-
frage are everywhere noticeable. Woman
suffrage has been an unqualified success,
not only in Idaho but in all Western States
adopting the principle. The West has set
the pace for the rest of the world in giving
women justice in this matter.”

UTAH
U. S. SENATOR GEORGE SUTHERLAND

“Woman suffrage in Utah works admi-
rably. When it was first put into operation
I very much doubted the wisdom of the
idea, but my mind has changed on that
point. It has worked to the betterment of
the political conditions in the State in both
parties, and necessarily has been beneficial
from a social point of view, in that what
improves politics must improve social con-
ditions. The fact that women have a vote
with us compels the nomination of better
and cleaner men for office.

“l am in favor of woman suffrage as a
result of observing its practical operation in
our State during the past twelve years. As
large a proportion of women as of men vote,
They never split on sex lines. It has never
tended in the slighest degree to create a sex
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party. Women are more apt than men to
i ” .

scratch” a bad man who may be running
on an otherwise good ticket. The straight
ticket has no such hold over them as it has
over the male voters.”

Rt. REv. BisHop I'RANK SPAULDING
Bishop of the Espiscopal Church in Utah.

“In Colorado and Utah the women are
cleaning house. They are casting into the
everlasting outer darkness all the refuse of
legislation and graft which the men have
allowed to accumulate throughout the years
of their sovereignty.

“In every State in which they have been
granted the vote and partnership with man
in the making of the laws, that State has
taken long strides in advance towards the
higher civilization. Their use of the ballot,
where it has been given into their hands, is
an irrefutable argument in their favor and
it justifies, it urges that they be given the
rights of citizenship throughout the nation.”

KANSAS
U. S. SENATOR BRrisTOW

“The State that withholds from its wom-
en the right of participating in the affairs
of its government is doing itself an injus-
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work the club women of Kansas did in our
fight with the “Interests” in maintaining the
integrity of our depatment. I feel that
without their hearty sympathy and active
support the result might have been dif-
ferent.

“Our experiences of last winter lead me
to believe that the “Interests” that are op-
posed to efficient food and drug control are
always very much alive and awake to take
advantage of any opportunity that might of-
fer for amending the food and drug laws
to make them less efficient or for crippling
the machinery charged with their enforce-
ment. [ believe that we will have to be
even more vigilant the next few years to
come than we have in the past few years.
The most hopeful phase of the entire situa-
tion is that the women of our country are
equally alert and active in preserving the in-
tegrity of the laws we already have, and in
insisting that progress shall be made to
further the cause of pure food and drugs.
Since the good women of Kansas now have
the ballot, we are breathing somewhat
easier.”

ILLINOIS
GOVERNOR DUNNE

“I am glad that we are to have the day of
woman suffrage in Illinois. Women have
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tice, because their participation in the af-
fairs of the State will benefit every Com-
monwealth that enjoys that privilege. It has
been my great pleasure to campaign the
States where woman suffrage has been ex-
tended, and I observed in the audiences
larger numbers of women than in the audi-
ences where the right of suffrage had not
been extended; and for intelligent under-
standing of intricate economic questions
they are the equals of men. You will find
a larger percentage of women in your audi-
ences in a State where suffrage is enjoyed
by them who understand and are informed
in regard to the political and complex prob-
lems that confront our civilization than you
will men. [ have no patience with the ar-
gument that they have not the capacity to
deal with questions relating to governmental
affairs.

“There is no sound argument that can be
made against the extension of woman suf-
frage. The influence of woman will place
the political institutions of our country
upon a higher plane than they have been in
the past.”

Dr. S. J. CRUMBINE
Secretary of the Kansas Board of Health.
(In a letter to the Woman's Journal)

“I want to take this opportunity of ex-
pressing my appreciation of the splendid

17

improved everything they ever have gone
into, and they will improve politics and gov-
ernment.”

JANE AppaMs

“Our experience in Illinois has thorough-
ly exploded the idea that women have more
respect and influence without a vote. Every
woman who has been to the city hall or has
had anything to do with city officials has
observed a very striking change in their de-
meanor since the woman suffrage bill pass-
ed. They are much more respectful and
gallant.

“Miss Mary McDowell has been greatly
interested in the garbage question for many
vears, because the biggest garbage dump in
Chicago is in her ward and the garbage has
simply been put there and allowed to decay.
She has interviewed all manner of commit-
tees and officials without results. Within
two weeks after the woman suffrage law
went into effect, Miss McDowell was ap-
pointed a member of a Garbage Committee,
made up mostly of aldermen, with one or
two physicians—a committee with $10,000
to spend. In all likelihood this would not
have happened but for woman suffrage.”
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ANTHONY CzZARNECKI

Of the Board of Election Commissioners
(After Registration Day in Chicago)

“The influence of women in polling
places, as clearly shown by the day’s ex-
periences proves that women will improve
conditions and that they are a force which
will be beneficial in politics. ~Wherever
the women served as judges and clerks of
election they proved a success. Likewise
in every precinct their presence was for
good and in no precinct did it work any
harm or evil.”

LIEUTENANT GovERNOrR O'Hara

“The granting of votes to women is not
the work of any one party. It is the out-
growth of the progressive tendencies of the
times. Men that did not believe in woman
suffrage and did not want to vote for it,
did so because they knew it was political
suicide not to do so.”

Published by the
Mass. Woman Suffrage Ass’h
and the Woman’s Journal
585 Boylston St., Boston
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