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e Stephen’s family and especially his sister, Caroline

. : e Foster (1816-1910), helped care for the new baby Alla
] (1847-1923). His brother Adams helped Stephen with
the farm.

(1847-1923) Alla
Foster was a
respected teacher
trained at Vassar
College and Cornell
University. She taught
in Cincinnati, OH,
Roxbury, MA and the
Girls’ High School in
Boston. Undated
image shows curls on
forehead similar to her
picture in 1886 in
Sterling.
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AKF Papers box 2 folder 10 (AAS) from microfilm reel 2
Vassar College,

Po’keepsie [sic], Feb. 20, 1870

My dear Mother,
... was much interested in the account of
the Temperance movement, given in the
Spy. | do not understand about the
officers, however. | see father's name as
an officer for a year, and others for less
time. There seem to be none of the usual
officers of a society.

| am so proud of you and father,
that you are both so devoted, according to
your strength, to all the reforms.

| am sure that | shall never do
anything half so useful. But the children of
good and great people are apt to ugly or
forceless, and | think you and | should be
thankful that | am not any worse...

| am too stupid to write to your
Undated picture of Alla edification or to my own comfort, so
goodnight, with much love to all, especially
father (who may expect a letter some time,
if he will be very good).

Your loving daughter,
Alla




ABBY KELLEY FOSTER LETTERS PROJECT AcC.#:AKF PAPERS BOX 2 FOLDER 11 (AAS) 1

FrROM REEL 2 MICROFILM
AlraTto AKF SEPTEMBER 23, 1883
52/14/03-KBM

58 Pinckney St. Boston,
Sept. 23, 1883

My dear Mother,

What a pity that your bowels are so sensitive. It would have been delightful for
you to meet Mrs. Burleigh and Mary Grew again. As your trip to (Aslitere) was borne so well,
you should take courage to start again.

The School Board meeting does not come till Tuesday evening and I ought to decide
soon after that where I shall board. Tomorrow I shall call on a (German) family who are
recommended, and if all things appear favorable, shall arrange to board there if I am elected.
Otherwise I may call on Mrs. Russell if you write a note of introduction. If you make no
(intunation) of a special object on my part, the not will do as well should I not desire to room
there. An acquaintance will doubtless be desirable.

[ am enjoying Mrs. Goddard very much. She is charming in conversation, and knows so
many interesting people and reads so many books that she never fails of subjects. She will not
be here after October, else I should greatly desire to remain.

This week has been a busy one in school, tho rather easier than last, as the machinery is
running somewhat more smoothly. I have fifteen hours a week in Algebra and four in Ancient
History. The other five six hours will be spent mostly in keeping study hours. The teachers are
cordial, most of them, and the girls are usually well-disposed. Did I tell you that Helen Gardner
had been transferred from Roxbury, as the school there is so small? I enjoy (uaving lus with
rice).

Yesterday Henry and I went out to Cambridge and looked around the college grounds and
“did” the Peabody and Agassiz Museum. Of course we saw very little, and that little in a bird’s-
eye sort of way that amounted to little from a scientific stand point. But the visit was interesting.
We saw also the beautiful gymnasium building and the Memorial Hall. We were quite tired, but
(no tho) afternoon attended a lecture on a new method of teaching German. We didn’t learn
much, however. To-day we have been quietly in the house, reading and writing. I have the new
“Century”, so do not buy one. Howell’s story is ended, as well as need be. It is much more
decent than “A Modern (Sustance)”.

If I decide on my place of abode before Friday, shall go to Worcester on that day, to stay
till Sunday or Monday. Must get my furniture ready to send down. _ Had a card from Maria
Wilson yesterday. She is to hold a fair in her parlors early next month, the proceeds to be
devoted to Suffrage.

Am glad Mrs. May has called. Should like to see her. _ "Tis a pity for Annie to go to
Mrs. Earle’s as the latter is so fussy and the work is so hard. _ Will tell you more about my work
when I see you. Affectionately Alla.

AAS is American Antiquarian Society
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LINDISFARNE Alla retires to Center
Center Sandwich, N. H. Sandwich, NH and often
entertains and later hires
her former students work to
help with Lindisfarne.

1 _The prophecy of the late Alla Fos-|!
ter, that the hills of Sandwich would
/| again. be dotted with sheep, may yet
| be fulfilled, with the impetus given
the industry by Harold Coolidge, in |/
| bringing two hundred and fifty from
Wyoming with a trained herder to
| care for them. _This is a boost to the
| sheep industry in New Hampshire.
| We are also proud that Sandwich can
| boast - of seven different breeds of |
thorough-bred sheep at the Bickford ||
Farm at East Sandwich. . ||
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Eise Poster was Hew Bngland Consoiencs and Ghavracier, incarmbe.
She iﬂh=rlted voth; and she developsed h:ﬁsh . in her iong life of
intelligently dizeoted sffort for othefs. Eéi father was Stephen Ba g
Foster,~ one of the eaxly and most uncospronising Lbolitionists. He
had the coursge of his convictions; when in Dartmouth Boliege h&raaé.
fmmured in Wxﬁ JaiX bsoause, as & pacifist, ke i‘mfmaeﬁ te train foz
wer. Bor matzags;_ w28 Abby.Kelley Fosbar;~ oF48-1¢ be he T Pt e

e -

in Americe to spesk from & public platfim,- whers she was received

by the followers of St. PanulTs theoriss as to woren with many ister-
ruptions, epifthatiesl and worse.
Born in 1847, Miss Foster®s sarly memdriss were of the bitter
contest for freedom Of spasch zbout clavery, =g well as for freedbm of
—  ths slavss. .'Jih.e exploifers of humen labor objected then, as now, %ﬂ
open meetings and fres =pseoh. Theizr ® instituilons were sacred. The
Constitution protected thsiz property. ® 1% $took courage, physiesl and
moral, to be &n avowed Abolitionied in those days. Her home in Kamsstg-
was, in the 185078, a frequsnt meeting place for these rupning the
n mﬁexgtpum} railrosd®™ - tzking ronsway siaves t{I); Gsnada .
gpinal dlsesss dpprivad hew of MEabrof Ale ghyatest joys oF ™
childnood, and laft haz to Pight lifs%s battles with 2 small and .
misshapen body. But in that 1ittls {rame was tremeudouws vitalisy,
not merely moral snd mental,but physioal. It obeyed her powerful
=ill for almost 76 years; and then guit her esrvics while ghes slapi,=
as she hoped i% would, '
Graduated from Vasear in 1875,~ For B0 years Hiss Foster was
a lesder smmong the colleage women. For a generation or mors she

taught,~ Chapacter, coursge, womanliness,— and incidentally History
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@i some other minor matters,— in the Cirle! Bigh Scheol in
Bogten. A large shars of her modast income.went $o help
-gucate promising girls, %o comfort needy reiatives, to suppors
worthy causes. Her only self-in@ulgenae was hap summer homs

en Riasmond Ledge in Sundwich, ¥.H. whencs che gezsd into the
hsarf of the white dountainmse and derived new stores of soursgs,
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was forxtunstely cidefem

calmness, sersnity, kiadliness.
st P HAS B good 1

for the only fear she was ever knownh %0 sXpress w2s that she

it

-

right, throuvgh sccident or old aga, become incapable of seolfe
gare,~ outlivs hersalf., Would that we might have more New

England Qonscisences and Charastars, incarnate.

Judga Goorge ¥W. Andesrson



ABBY KELLY FOSTER LETTERS PROJECT Acc#: KELLEY-FOSTER PAPERS Box 2 Folder 2 (AAS)
STEHEN FOSTER TO AKF AUGUST 15, 1850

Worcester, August 15, 1850
My dear wife,

Calla returned home on Saturday morning, [taking Alla with her]. ... Alla was well
and in good spirits when she left. ...Before she left, I bought her a harmonica and a little
wagon, with both of which she seemed greatly delighted. She did not ask for the wagon,
but I thought she would need it, when she got to Canterbury, as it would be so lonesome
there.

...I do not wonder that you want to see here for I think her truly an interesting child.
Sarah says she is the easiest managed of any child she ever knew. I am sure she is
unusually reasonable for one of her age. ...An incident occurred a few days before she
left, which was a pretty good test of her submissiveness. She had named to me several
things which she wished me to buy for her, and among them was a harmonica, and a little
churn for which she was particularly earnest. I replied to her that I would be glad to get
her all the pretty things she wants, if it were in my power; but that I had but little money,
and must therefore buy those things only which are needed most.

The next day, as Calla had her in her lap talking about her journey, she said she
perceived [Alla] looked very sober, and that something was resting very heavily upon her
mind. She accordingly inquired what it was that troubled her. Alla instantly burst into
tears, and explained “T wish my father would get me a harmonica!” But she never
mentioned the subject to me again after my first answer, till the morning before she left,
when, as I was starting for town, she inquired, if T could not get her a harmonica. I got
the harmonica and wagon, and received for them a whole wagon load of kisses. She was
careful, however, as she always is, to save some “for mother”. I am struck with the fact
that she always insists on your right to an equal part of every thing which I possess, if she
attaches any value to it. One would almost think her specially commissioned to look
after your rights, in your absence.

I would write more, but it is late, and I expect to...send [this] early in the morning.
Yours mailed at Salem I received yesterday. Ineed not tell you I had become impatient,

at the long delay. Do write oftener, and I will remain ever- your very affectionate — S.S.

AAS is American Antiquarian Society



TIDBITS FROM THE HOLTON COLLECTION AT WHM
Transcribed by Karen Board Moran ~ [Carolyn needs help with transcribing letters]

2004.05.1.2 original manuscript
C. C. Burleigh, Philadelphia, PA to AK, c/o S. S. Cowles, Hartford, CT 27 August 1840

Letter of support “in your present rugged & rocky field of labor... because I want to bid you
God speed in your self-denying exertions in be half of human rights.”

He poetically describes visions that encourage him. Very nicely done, but wordy.

“And the great ‘World’s Convention has come + gone—or rather has never come. What a pity
there was so much of a narrow + illiberal spirit in the gathering.” He describes a letter from LM
on the subject. He asks, “What did you think thought, Abby, of H. B. Stanton’s voting with our
friends on the Woman questions? By the way, I learn that his wife appears to be a very
independently thinking person, + our Philadelphians speak of her in strongly favorable terms. 1
hope she may exert a good influence over him.”

2004.05.1.7  Asa Hutchinson and Harriette Burley Jackson and Mary H. Lincoln in Milford,
NH to AK in Great Falls, NH 8-22-1844 reporting they cannot sing because Abby Hutchinson is
ill. Hattic and Mary had been touring the White hills. [Note that Asa’s diary is now at AAS]

Jackson reports, “...1 have been doctoring her after the latest remedy, viz. Hydropathy. I wrapt
her in a wet sheet, gave her cold water to drink, plenty of it, after perspiring freely, washed and
rubbed her all over, put her in another sheet, &c. till she now feels easier. We have just got
through and-half past nine, been at it since four O°clock so we are rather tired.”

2004.05.1.8  Alla from school to mother in Wore. 3 Oct. 1870
“I am very glad to learn of the great success of your first lecture and of the good prospects for the
course.”

Alla shares a parlor with Addie (from Worc. and AKF pays her board?) and 2 girls from KY and
one from Canada; complains "They do not pretend to make their beds till an hour or two after the
proper time, and their own room is a regular ‘puppies’ nest’. It is absolutely necessary to keep
our rooms in order here, as they are too small to turn about in, if not kept clean from rubbish. I
shall quietly invite the matron to *happen’ about some morning, so that she may give them a hint
on neatness.”

2004.05.1.10.1 4 May 1884 Alla states that AKF has not taken a walk in 6 months.

Reports spending last Sunday with Stone-Blackwells. “Mrs. Stone says the National Party are
very desirous of making up with the American, and joining forces. Of course she will not
consent. But she called on Susan Anthony when the latter was in Boston during the winter and
received at the house of William Garrison. Iasked Mrs. Stone how she could do so after what
Susan had said about her. She replied that she did not forget that, but that she thought it best to
overlook it. Mrs. Clay, the president of the American Society, has been talked to by Susan, and
she does not see why a union cannot take place. She knew nothing about the original causes of
separation. Susan said nothing about this plan when she met Lucy. It had not developed then.
The Blackwells are very desirous for you to visit them if you come down this spring. They are
away so much that you can have all the time you want for naps.”

Reports she met some of her former Roxbury students and one of her Cincinnati students at the
Art Museum. She is still teaching and her room in 1884 per postcard is 80 West Newton St.



