WHY IS AUBURN’S MAIN STREET A DEAD END?

y By Karen Board Moran
Created for “Opening Your Classroom Window to 19™ Century America” 27 May 1999
Supported by a grant from the Massachusetts Department of Education

Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for History and Social Science Lesson Alignment:

Core Knowledge: 3. The Advent of Medern America (1865 to 1920)
b. Industrial expansion ol o]
c. Modern business
d. Organizing 19" century labor
e. New immigration

Standards:  History Strand: 1) Chronology and Cause
2) Historical Understanding
3) Research, Evidence, and Point of View
4) Society, Diversity, Commonality, and the Individual.
5) Interdisciplinary Learning: Religion o
6) Interdisciplinary Learning: Mathematics and Technology

Geography Strand: 9) Effects of Geography
10) Human Alteration of Environments
Economics Strand: 11) Fundamental Economic Concepts

12) Economic Reasoning
13) American and Massachusetts Economic History

The purpose of this lesson is to help Auburn’s students become:

1) active historical detectives searching for their town’s connection to America’s. story by a walking
tour, archival research, and interviews focused on Stoneville. S

2) more aware of the economic principles of capitalism.

3) community teachers sharing their discoveries through a video and/or digital photos on Auburn’s
web page.

This lesson intends to culminate the Aubum Middle School eighth grade study of America’s his ry
according to the frameworks in the weeks following the MCAS testing. This student centered lesson
draws on student knowledge and previous field trips to the Auburn Center Burying Ground and Lowell
National Historical Park. A

Itis hoped“this lesson will serve as a prototype for future investigation of Pondville and other industrial
sites in Auburn, as well as help Auburn become part of the Blackstone River Valley National Heritage
Corridor.
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CLASSROOM RESOURCES
Resources available for classroom-use courtesy-of the Auburm Public Library, a 1997 Lila Wallace-
Readers Digest Teacher Fellowship at the American Antiquarian Society, and a 1997 Auburn Education
Foundation Award. In addition, the Aubum-Arts Lottery Council has-annually contributed money to help
finance the 8" grade field trip to the Lowell National Historical Park.

Beers, F. W. Atlas of Worcester County, Massachusetts
Rutland, VT: Charles E. Tuttle Company, 1971. (Reprints of original 1870-maps)

Belding, John and Meredith. Auburm: Cultural Resources Survey. 30 March 1981. (Selected pages)

Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor. Cultural Heritage and Land Management Plan.
Blackstone River Valley Naiional Heritage Corridor Commission, 1995

Hartwell, John H. Dateline: Auburn 1820-1899. Auburn: Prentiss House Project, :1 982.

--—---—--. A Mainstream Through Auburm’s Past. (for Auburn’s 150™), 1987.

Hurd, D. Hamilton, comp. History of \Worcester CountyMassachusetts, Vol. 1.
Boston: J.W. Lewis and Company, 1889. “Auburn” by Rev. S.D. Hosmer.

Juravich, Tom, et.al. Commonwealth of Toil. Amherst: University of Massachusetts, 1‘996.

Macaulay, David. Mill. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1983.

Rice, Franklin P., coll. Vital Records of the Town of Aubura, Massachusetts to the end of ‘1850
Worcester Franklin P. Rice, 1900.

Rotherland, Ralph and Raymond Twarowski. Happy Birthday @um.
. istori i 77 =

Auburn: Auburn Historical Society, 19

Stockwell, George A. “Auburn” in History of Worcester Country. Massachusetts, VOI
Boston: C. F. Jewett and Company, 1879.

Stone, Orra L. History of Massachusetts Industries, Vol. | & Il. Boston: S.J. Clarke
Publishing Company, 1930. LM Ston H930 at AAS (Il & IV contain biographies)

Twarowski, Raymond and Ralph Rotherland.-Glimpses of the. ’_East_
Auburn: Auburn Historical Society, 1975.

Wilkie, Richard W. and Jack Tager. Historical Atlas of. Massachugetts
Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1991. -

Works Progress Administration Project. A Historical Sketch-of Aubutn, Massachusetts
Auburn: Auburn Centennial Committee, 1937.

Other documents:
“125 Jobless After Mill Stock Burns,” Worcester Evening Gazette: 24 June 1944, page 9.

“125 Jobless After Auburn Plant Blaze,” Worcester Daily Telegram. 25 June 1941, page 8.
Auburn Community Guide, 1990/91.

Auburn Precinct Map of 1923




Auction Broadsides: 6 July 1839 and 13 August 1839
Belding, John and Meredith Weiss-Belding. “Glimpses of Auburn’s Past” The Extra. 19 May 1982.

~---——. “Home is where the history is — in Auburn,” Auburn News. 12 May 1982.

Hartwell, John J. “How Jeremy Stone Brought Industry to Aubum,” Auburn Herald. 15 November 1985.

Hedin, Richard. Photos of Stoneville. 1970.

Higgins, Ross. “Stoneville Mill.” Auburn High School Independent Study, April 1939.

National Park Service. “Blackstone River Valley.” U.S. Department of the Interior, ‘1595,
Obituary for William James Hogg, Worcester Telegram (?).17 February 1929.

“An Overall Historical Perspective,” Auburmn News. March 1981, e

“Queensb ry Mill Leveled by Fire,” Auburn News. 27 February-1974, page 12.

Stone, Joseph, surveyor. “Map of Ward.” 1797.

“Stoneville and Auburn.” New Topographical Atlas of the County of Worcester. Ma: etts.

(Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: L. J. Richards and Company, 1898), plates 6 and 8). -
At Worcester Historical Museum; contains good description of farms on pages 12-13.

“Stoneville Worsted Company” and “Worcester Carpet Company” in Franklin Rice, =
The Worcester of 1898, (Worcester; F. S. Blanchard, 1899), pages 486 M488.

Tsongas Industrial History Center Photos:
“Eva and Alvana Desroches; Weaver in-the Boot Cotton mills, 1903”
“Irish Workers on the Moody Street Feeder” i
“Transverse View of Manville Company, Rhode Island in 1874”

“Woman Working at a Spooler, 1915” f
US Geological Survey. “Worcester South; Massachusetts,” 1983 (Auburn excprpt)
“Weavers Have Their Say,” Worcester Daily Telegram. 1 July 1904, page 7. -
“Worcester Firm Buys Aubum Building,” Warcester Telegram. 20 January 1970

Resources available in the Auburn History Room, Auburn Public Library for further research:
Belding, John and Meredith. Auburn: Cultural Resources Survey. 30 March 1981,

“Index of Births, Deaths, and Marriages” notebooks e

Reports of the Town Officers of the Town of Auburn, Massachusetts. (bound from 1850 through 1900)
Worcester: Tyler and Seagrave, 1850. :

“William J. Hogg” in Franklin Rice. The Worcester of 1898. Worcester: F. S. Blanchard, 1899.
Entire volume at Worcester Historical Museum. =

Worcester Daily Telegram and Worcester Sunday Telegram available on microfilm.




WHY IS AUBURN’S MAIN STREET A DEAD END?

In 1860 Auburn had twa cotton mills, with 4,000 spindles,
in which 840,000 yards of cloth were woven annually. (Stone, |, 1878)

The Centennial of this nation and the town of Ward found the citizens of Auburn, Massachusetts
celebrating a period of moderate growth and change. The American Dream was being fulfilled following
the Civil War as the Industrial Revalution hit its stride in this semi-rural agrarian town. Entrepreneurs
saw the potential of Auburn’s abundant water supply, railroad, immigrant labor and nearby markets.
They would diversify Auburn’s economy, and with the new transportation improvements, help rnove
Auburn growth into a suburban “bedroom community” of Worcester.

The two mills mentioned above were located in the mill villages that grew up around them wnthln the
Auburn town lines.
1) Pondville, located at Route 20 and Mill Street, evolved from the Ramshorn Brook water pnvnkleges
first claimed by Charles Richardson in 1790 for a sawmill.
2) Stoneville, located at Aubum and Main Streets, evolved from the water rights first clanmeq by
William Young and Robert Henry for a sawmill on Young’s Brook (Kettle Brook) noted-on the
1797 map of Ward surveyed by Joseph Stone.

Auburn’s industrial heritage is linked with the birthplace of the American Industrial Revolution along the
Blackstone River where Samuel Slater engineered the first American textile mill in 1790 at Pawtucket,
Rhode Island. The southern arm of the river begins its great work as a motor rising in West Millbury to
the east and flowing northerly through Aubum. Dark Brook and Ramshom Brook unite in Auburn Pond
by the Auburn Mall. The pond’s outflow joins Kettle Brook to form the southem branch of the Blackstone.
Kettle Brook, fed by a stream rising in the western part of town and another rising in Leciester, flows
southerly through Stoneville to join the Blackstone in the valley below. (Stockwell, |, 241) . .

The arrival of the railroad in 1838 allowed Aubum mills to import wool. It was more cost effective than
raising sheep. Auburn’s wool production dropped from 2400 pounds in 1837 to 240 pounds in 1855.
The railroad also allowed manufacturers to deliver their products to markets around the country.
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Hurd, D. Hamilton, comp. History of Worcester County, Massachusetts. Vol. 1.
Boston: J. W. Lewis and-Company, 1889.




The arrival of the railroad in 1838 allowed Auburn mills to import wool. It was more cost effective than
raising sheep. Aubum’s wool production dropped.from 2400.pounds in 1837 to 240 pounds in 1855.
The railroad also allowed manufacturers to bring in cotton from the South and then deliver their products
to markets around the country.

The Civil War soon cut off the cotton supply-to New England mills. Following Reconstruction, cotton
production resumed at an even greater rate. Many northern mills chose to “move their business south
rather than make capital improvements-to-existing mills. Outdated technology, labor troubles and-climate
were all blamed for this downward trend; by 1923 the north lost 50% of cotton [textile] production.to the
south.” (Blackstone, 8)

Auburn’s mills did not move south. The makeup. of the immigrant workforce and paternalistic_attitudes of
family owned enterprises helped change the face of Auburn at the turn of the new century. - -
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Franklin Rice. The Worcester of 1898. (Worcester: F. S. Blanchard, 1899), page 488.
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WHY IS AUBURN’S MAIN STREET A DEAD END? INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY
e Review questions raised by students during-the year and for the 1998 and 1999 Aubum Histarical
Society’s Free-For-Alls: Did Auburn have any mills or boarding houses like Lowell? .

Who-owned the-old mill-atthe-end of Main Street?!
Why isn’t the Catholic Church in the center of Auburn?
Where-did immigrantsfind work-in Aubym?

Were there any labor strikes in Auburn?
How-many-houses-built-before 1900 are standing?

¢ Distribute BACKGROUND PACKETS among research groups. Each student will have own copy of

the 1990/91 Auburn Community-Guide map; 1870-map-of-Stoneville from-Beers {page 443, 1879
lithograph of C.W. & J.E. Smith’s Mill from Jewett and 1898 Stoneville Worsted Company Ad'from
Rice. Groups will have at least 3-of the felleyving:

1839 Auction Broadsides

1904 “Weavers Have Their Say,” Worcester Daily Telegram.

1935 photos of Trolley Trestle crossing old Main Street and mill canal from Twarowski

1941 photo of fire at Queensbury-Combing Mill, Worcester Evening Gazette

1970 Hedin photo of mill housing and remaining mill on Main Street |

1999 Higgins photo of ruins-and flywheel

¢ Students share answers they discovered using the evidence found in their resources.

Did Auburn have any mills or boarding houses like Lowell? Map and photos

Who owned the old mill at the end of Main Street? Map, photo, broadside and article.
Pre 1839 Jeremy Stone, 1879 C.W. & J.E. Smith, 1904 Hogg, 1941 Queenspury

Why isn’t the Catholic Church in the center of Aubum? Map and inference

Where could immigrants find work in Auburn? Inference

Were there any labor strikes in Auburn? 1904 news a;ticle

How many houses built before 1900 are standing? Broadside, map and pﬁotos

= List questions we still need to answer and new questions raised.

e Explain the goal of this Turn of the Century-Project and-assessment.
To test this lesson, only Mod C 1999 will participate in this lesson instead of the traditional
end of the year project. As detectives they will document their evidence as videographers,
digital photo journalists, investigative reporters or cartographers during a tour of Stonéville
led by town historian John Hartwell. They will-compile their findings in a product that meets the
Turn of the Century Project criteria for our annual Columbian Exposition. Findings will be used in
the future to produce a video or web to share with-the-community.

HOMEWORK reading and reference materials for each student’s notebook:

Hartwell, John J. “How Jeremy Stone Brought Industry to- Aubum.” Aubum Herald. 15-November 1985.
Textile Vocabulary Sheet using Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary (1998). o




WHY IS AUBURN'S MAIN STREET A DEAD END? RESEARCH PACKETS
All contain the following three images and at least one of the others:

Beers 1870

" e i)
= Rt Ppangherng |

ALHURN
NEW TOWN

HIGGINS 1999

TELEGRAM June 1941




ADIGURNED AUCTION SALE.
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WHY IS AUBURN’S MAIN STREET A DEAD END?

Research Group members:

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY WORKSHEET

Use your research packet to answer these quaestions raised during this year and cite your evidence.

QUESTION

Did Auburn have any mills or
boarding houses like Lowell?

Who owned the old mill
at the end of Main Street?

Why isn’t the Catholic Church
in the center of Auburn?

Where did immigrants find
work in Auburn?

Were there any labor strikes
in Auburn?

How many houses built
before 1900 are standing?

EVIDENCE & SOURCE

Where else could you look for evidence to prove these questions?

List any new questions you would like answered on the back of this sheet.







