


the eight-hour law of Colorado, for instance, which makes
eight hours the maximum in any period of 24 hours,
No Limit for Clerks and Stenographers :

In addition, the Attorney-General of Massachusctts
has ruled that the 54-hour law does not apply to stenog-
raphers, bookkeepers or women employed in clerical
work; that all of these may be worked an unlimited num-
ber of hours.  The law speaks of women “employed in
laboring” in various kinds of establishments, and he
holds that stenographers, clerks and bookkcepers em-
ployed in such  establishments are not employed in
“laboring.” iRty ; S ST

The Colorado eight-hour law covers stenographers, clerks
and book-keepers. : i . AR

All the States that have an eight-hour law for
women are suffrage States. R
3 Unequal Penalties ;

Many States, including Massachusetts, require an eight-
hour day for all men paid from the public treasury, and all
- men employed by contractors doing work for the State.  In
Massachusetts anyone violating the eight-hour law for men
is liable to a fine of not more than $1000, or six months’
imprisonment, or both, But anyone violating the 54-hour

law for women and children is liable to a fine of not more

than $roo, without imprisonment.

Many men are working eight hours a day, under State
protection, while their wives work ten, and afterwards do
housework far into the night. : :

e May Be Kept Hanging Around il

Under Massachusetts law, nine hours is a day’s work

for all street railway men, and it must be so arranged that
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it shall be performed within eleven consecutive hours.

Most labor organizations for men also have a requirement

. that their day shall be cight hours of work to.be done

within nine consecutive hours, or nine hours to be done
within ten consecutive hours, etc. In other words, there

_ is a limit to the length of time they may be required to

loiter around waiting for their work to be ready for them.

_Under the s4-hour law of Massachusetts, women may be

compelled to loiter around for any number of hours, pro-
vided they are not kept actually at work more than 54
hours a week and are not made to work before 6 A. M.

. or after 10 P,/ M.

Many young women are made to suffer through this lax-
ity of the law, One Portuguese woman complained to the

.?.«..En.o_. that both her daughters had gone wrong in con-
- sequence. They had to come early and stay late, but in

order to keep within the ten-hour law they were turned
out into the street for several hours at noon and at stippet
time, with nowhere to go, and fell into bad company while
hanging about, . The same has been the case with many
others. 1 ! i .

AL An Amazing Law

An amazing law was passed by the last Massachusetts
Legislature under the sincere impression that it would safe-
guard working girls.. Its actyal effect will be to cost many

- young women their health, and some their lives,

It is harmful to women to lift and carry heavy weights.
For a long time there has been complaint that many women
were being injured for life by carrying cores in foundries,
heavy trays of bottles in bottling works, heavy boxes of
biscuits where they pack biscuits, ete. The girls asked
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